RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BRACKLEY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 


Year  1969 


JOAN  M.  St.  V.  DAWKINS 


BRACKLEY  R U R A L PI  STRICT  COUNCIL 
CHAIRiW;  _ MR.  R.H.N.  DASHWOOD.  J.P.. 

VICE~CH/iIRi'AN;  M.  E.A.  EDMUNDS. 

PUBLIC  HE.^TH  COMaTTEE 

Chairman ; Mrs.  I.S.  Forrest. 

Vice-Chairman : Mr.  F.  Mason. 

C(^uncillors ; Major  V/.B.  Banister. 

Mr.  B.A.B.  Bathe. 

Mr.  P.'',7.  Kenn, 

I\ir.  W.F.  Lajid. 

Rev.  J.L.  Mullens, 

Mr.  R.C,  Nightingale. 

Mr.  E.T.  Westlake. 

Rev.  Sir  C.W,  Wigram.  Bt.. 

The  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council  are  ex  officio 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Conmiittee. 


1 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28944550 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health; 

Joan  M.  St.  V.  Dawkins,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  D.C.H.. 

7,  Cheyne  Yfelk, 

Northampton,  NNl  5PT» 

Tel;  Northampton  34833* 

Also  holds  appointments  of:- 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Daventry  Borough,  Daventry  R.D.C., 
Brixv/orth  R.D.C. , Braokley  Borough,  Towcester  R.D.C,, 

Northampton  R.D.C,, 

Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Northamptonshire  County  Council,  and  from  1st,  October  1967, 
Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Higham  Ferrers  Borough, 
Rushden,  Raunds  and  Oundle  U.D.Cs.  and  Oundle  and  Thrapston  R.D.C 


Public  Health  Inspector; 

Mr.  N.  R.  Caley,  M.R.S .H. ,M.A.P.H.I. . 
Clerk  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector; 

Mrs,  S.A.  Spiers. 

Rodent  Operative; 

Hr.  W.G-,  Re  adman. 


2 


V Vi  * 


■f: 

"TTASH 


,.H.O,a  ..R.'l.il  ,?0  ,€nJbhjr<ia?.V  ,iZ  M n^l 


'.1 


^ /. 
I 


•■i?jrtfw  ^ ■ "'■■Ai^''7-  .T^  mi  .aQT^».-.ti£-r<m 

no^«i*it’joR  :X»5- 

_ . . -‘Id  ed^no«9^x(io<f!|i  tLIoti  czIA^a  - 


;!  ' , ,.D.C[,}5  Y:iJriftVAfl  ^d^i^oC  ^inovsC  *wl  if^XAoH  lo  rtooiTt^  I«oij&«ti'* 

,*0.a*H  'i«#e»owoT  .lifiuoroa  xMa.9^  ,.0*(I.^  '^  xowclil®,,  ‘ . 

‘4  K>  ..O.C.H  ao-cjKadJfip^fAt 

i®'vvi  lo  sooxlTrO  laolbeitf  z^tttfoO  iac^fkJtauA  loJtAOt 

'£  - ’^loio^oO  aw^ri  bnu  ^lioi-u/oO  ic^owoO  •I  j-fiQ.jo^^Biili|(|t  V -05 

,rl3iK»?coS  mtoTrtt^  &icif:$J:li  lol  nslaou  lo  tooIHO  x^aotfioU  s^l^oi 
no^qn^'Afiojt  oX^iuX)  hm  »«0,<2.U  dXBnr/Q  bno  thnuft^  ^rmorttra 


M ;.-  J:i •'.  ilJ/ilOi 


TO  TIIE  CKAIRriAI'I  AND  I/iEJiBERS  OF 
TliE'RURii.  DISTHIOT  COUI^ICIL  OF  BRACKLEY 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lady,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  incorporating  that  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  report  is  presented  once  again,  in  seven  sections  each 
dealing  with  an  aspect  of  environmental  control;  the  first  on 
natural  and  social  conditions;  the  second  on  the  provisions  of 
health  and  welfare  services;  the  third  on  sanitary  circumstances; 
the  fourth  on  housing;  the  fifth  on  food;  the  sixth  on  the  control 
of  infectious  and  other  diseases,  and  the  seventh  on  rodent 
control.  In  addition,  wliile,  increasingly  health  prevention  is 
becoming  a matter  of  individual  concern,  a number  of  general 
observations  are  made  on  trends  which  could  prove  inimical  to 
health  either,  now,  or  in  the  future. 

The  district  continues  to  be  pleasantly  rural  in  character, 
much  of  it  still  unspoiled  and  with  agriculture  continuing  as  the 
main  occupation.  There  is  no  atmospheric  pollution  and  little 
industry. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  sho^7  that  there  were  135  deaths. 
This  gives  a standardised  rate  of  11.0  compared  v.dth  10,6  last  year, 
and  Y.dth  the  national  figure  of  11.9.  The  total  number  of  births 
v/as  250  (of  v/hich  13  were  illegitimate)  compared  with  259  last  year, 
and  shovdng  therefore  a decrease  of  9.  There  were  3 infant  deaths 
compared  with  10  last  year. 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
from  1A3  to  29.  There  v;ere  no  outbreaks.  1 case  of  dysentery  and 
2 cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred.  Infective  Jaundice  has  been 
locally  notifiable  in  the  district  since  July  1962,  and  3 cases 
v/ere  notified  as  compared  \dth  6 last  year.  This  year  10  people 

died  from  pneumonia  and  7 from  bronchitis  and  none  from  tuberculosis. 
It  is  gratifying  to  record  no  deaths  from  a disease  v/hich  as  short 
a time  as  fifteen  years  ago  had  not  been  vanquished. 
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Satisfactory  sanitary  conditions  were  maintained  throughout  the 
year  in  an  efficient  manner.  ¥ovk  continued  on  the  major  combined 
sewage  disposal  scheme  for  the  parishes  of  Kings  Sutton,  Charlton 
and  Aynho. 

Refuse  collection  continued  on  a weelcly  basis . Dustbins  are 
collected  from  premises,  but  replaced  from  the  roadside  by  the 
majority  of  fit  occupiers.  refuse  is  then  conveyed  in  three 

rear  loading  vehicles  to  the  Greatworth  tip,  where  the  controlled 
tipping  and  soiling  over  method  is  employed.  The  nature  of  house- 
hold refuse  is  cha.nging,  much  of  it  nov7  resistant  to  breakdovm, 
and  adequate  control  of  tips  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to 
maintain.  As  a result  the  Council  have  decided  to  establish  a 
pre-pulverisation  plant  betv;een  Parthinghoe  and  Middleton  Cheney, 
Plans  to  esta.blish  this  new  method  of  refuse  disposal  progressed 
this  year, 

A survey  of  the  district  to  ascertain  the  number  of  houses  unfit 
for  habitation  continues,  and  of  the  parishes  so  far  visited  k.lfo 
of  the  private  houses  could  possibly  bo  included  in  this  category. 
Many  of  these  houses  are  ovmcr  occupied,  and  often  by  the  elderly. 
In  these  cases  it  is  both  merciful  and  expedient  to  clear  the 
majority  as  they  become  vacant,  or  improve  them  by  moans  of 
improvement  grants  or  by  voluntary  effoi*t.  Progress  may  appear 
to  be  slow,  but  particularly  in  relation  to  elderly  persons  this 
method  is  humane,  and  also  in  those  villages  which  lack  building 
land,  "s  more  economic.  The  conversion  of  Astrop  Grange,  Kings 
Sutton  into  nine  flats  for  old  people,  was  completed  and  the 
building  of  12  bungalo\;s  in  the  grounds  is  in  progress. 

The  control  of  food  hygiene  in  the  district  is  maintained  at 
a high  standard.  There  has  been  also  ado'uate  control  of  food 
supplies.  The  sampling  of  untreated  milk  bottled  on  farms 
continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Weights  and  Measures  depa,rtment 
of  the  County  Council  and  ■‘•'r,  Evans,  the  County  Inspector, 
provides  a helpful  service.  His  co-operation  and  prompt  notific- 
a,tion  of  any  failures  is  much  appreciated.  ^Thilo  the  district 
has  been  fortunate  during  the  yea.r  in  having  only  two  isolated 
cases  of  food  borne  infection,  the  condition  is  generally  far  too 
prevalent.  It  is  essential  that  there  is  constant  vigilance  in 
the  maintenance  of  standards  in  the  storage,  preparation  and  sale 
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of  all  food,  and  that  individuals  concerned  with  this  trade  should 
receive  proper  training  and  be  av/are  of  the  potential  risk  to  their 
customers  should  they  fail  to  observe  the  strictest  methods  of 
hygiene.  The  local  authority,  by  constant  inspection,  exhortation 
and  sampling,  malces  every  effort  to  prevent  food  borne  infection, 
but  the  ultimate  responsibility  lies  with  those  who  handle  the 
food.  A lapse  by  an  individual  either  in  food  premises  or  in  the 
home  is  often  the  cause  of  illness.  The  public  themselves,  when 
observing  failure  in  food  premises,  should  refuse  to  accept 
unsatisfactory  practices.  In  the  home,  high  standards  among 
families  should  be  a routine  matter. 

Infectious  diseases  notification  v/as  low;  measles  vaccination 
continued,  but  owing  to  shortage  of  vaccine  v/as  not  generally 
available.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  universal,  and  often 
complicated  infection,  vd.ll  decline  in  future  years.  I^ile  the 
incidence  of  infection  is  slight,  it  is  disturbing  to  note  that 
the  numbers  receiving  imraiinisation  are,  in  many  areas  too  few; 
it  is  hoped  that  the  use  of  the  computer  v;ill  have  the  effect-' of 
raising  the  response  to  immunisation.  Should  standards  fall 
infections  could  re-occur.  It  remains  vitally  important  for 
children  to  be  immunised  for  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis,  v/hooping 
cough,  tetanus,  smallpox  and  nov/  measles,  with  tuberculosis 
vaccination  follov/ing  later.  The  introduction  of  Rubella 
(German  Measles)  vaccination  may  also  become  universal  for  girls, 
as  an  effective  va.ccine  has  no\?  been  developed. 

Thus,  the  environmental  control  of  the  district  has  been 
maintained  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year,  but  while  there  is 
a gradual  improvement  annually,  pressures  are  constant  both  in 
maintaining  present  standards  and  in  dealing  vdth  new  problems 
that  occur.  The  national  rise  in  population,  if  it  continues  at 
its  present  rate,  ’will  result  in  an  increase  of  20  million  by  the 
year  2000,  thereby  causing  problems  of  great  magnitude  in  the 
environment.  Already  some  of  these  are  evident  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  There  vn.ll  inevitably  be  increasing  pollution 
of  the  air,  sea,  land  and  inland  waterways;  congestion  of  the 
roads  resulting  in  more  deaths  from  accidents;  overcrowding  of  the 
cities  vzith  overspill  and  congestion  of  the  countryside;  a vast 
problem  of  refuse  and  sev;age  disposal;  housing  shortage:  the  need 
for  more  institutions,  schools,  teachers,  hospitals  and  all  the 
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allied  services:  the  problem  of  noise  and  its  efeect  on  mental 
health,  and  finally  the  ultimate  result  of  overpopulation  on  the 
whole  mental  outlook  of  its  people,  l^ile  it  is  agreed  that 
population  control  is  a priority  in  many  of  the  emerging  countries, 
its  urgency  here  has  not  received  the  attention  it  merits.  Yifhile, 
at  the  present  time,  family  planning  is,  in  general,  a practice 
of  the  more  responsible  members  of  the  community,  v/e  are  faced 
vd.th  an  inevitable  increase  of  population  among  the  less  desirable, 
who  as  problem  families  frequently  perpetuate  themselves  by  becoming 
the  progenitors  of  future  problem  families.  There  are  in  this 
country  250,000  unv/anted  children  born  annually  and  it  is  likely 
that  it  is  from  this  source  that  criminality  arises.  The  success- 
ful practice  of  population  control  has  therefore  this  tv/ofold 
purpose,  v/hich  is  both  quantitative  and  qualitative. 

The  year  1969  was  notable  for  proposals  for  reform  in  Local 
Government  structure  and  changes  in  the  National  Health  Service, 

In  the  former,  unitary  all  purpose  authorities  combining  in 
Northamptonshire  both  the  Borough  and  the  County  would  take  the 
place  of  the  tv/enty  tvra  district  councils  of  the  County  and  County 
Borough.  The  Health  Service  was  to  be  unified  and  its  tripartite 
structure  to  cease,  removing  the  personal  preventive  health  services 
from  the  local  authority,  but  leaving  the  control  of  environmental 
services  with  the  unitary  authority.  Finally  the  social  services, 
remaining  v/ith  the  local  authority,  would  embrace  a number  of 
health  functions.  This  proposed  massive  reorganisation  occupied 
much  thought  in  the  year  of  this  report. 

However,  political  changes  which  have  occurred  at  the  time  of 
writing  may  cause  some  immediate  deferral  of  these  plans.  Hov/ever 
some  reflection  on  the  future  of  the  preventive  services  and  the 
challenges  that  have  to  be  faced  could  be  appropriate  at  this  time. 

It  is  now  over  twenty  years  since  the  inception  of  the  National 
Health  Service.  From  the  outset  a tripartite  structure  separating 
hospital,  general  practitioner  and  local  authority  services  was 
potentially  hazardous.  The  separation  of  the  preventive  services 
from  the  National  Health  Service,  and  the  isolation  of  medical 
personnel  allying  them  with  other  local  government  officers  rather 
than  their  colleagues  has  resulted  in  a steady  decline  in  recruitment. 
Local  authorities  in  some  instances  have  failed  to  recognise 
the  potential  of  their  inheritance  and  while  there  has  been 
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expansion  of  hospital  and  general  practitioner  services  there  has 
been  some  stcagnation  in  the  preventive  field.  Pores-ight  in 
expenditure  on  prevention  could  have  resulted  in  saving  in  the 
curative  services,  Ho'.^ever  health  needs  are  vrcigliod  against  all 
other  demands  and,  in  practice,  are  often  the  ones  to  be  curtailed 
in  tines  of  economic  stringency.  It  is  unfortunate  tha±  the  results 
of  preventive  medicine  are  without  immodia.te  dramatic  evidence;  are 
slow,  long  terra,  and  can  only  be  assessed  by  the  passage  of  time 
and  often  the  study  of  sta-tistics.  It  is  unfortunate  too  that 
in  the  last  twenty  years  the  needs  of  prevention  ha,ve  become  more 
subtle,  depending  now  loss  on  obvious  environmental  control  such 
as  the  clearing  of  sluns  and  prevention  of  infectious  disease  than 
on  the  individuals  response  to  life  in  an  affluent  society. 

Finally,  I empha.size  each  year,  T,;hat  are  the  future  challenges. 
I maintain  that  there  is  a need  for  their  constant  reiteration. 

Health  oducalion  has  become,  in  its  modern  context,  a perpetual 
battering  at  the  bastions  of  ignorance,  self-indulgence  and  com- 
pla-cency. 

In  the  assessment  of  the  needs  for  prevention  there  are  three 
factors  to  be  considered,  first  the  primary  one  of  preventing 
disease,  v^hich  is  exemplified  by  the  total  prevention  of  aji  illness 
by  immunisa.tion,  the  secondary  factor  of  preventing  premature  death 
by  moans  of  ea.rly  detection,  modification  of  living  habits,  health 
education  and  other  means,  and  tliirdly  the  prevention  of  further 
deterioration  of  those  \iho  already  suffer  from  chronic  illness. 

Each  facet  of  the  field  of  prevention  requires  its  individual 
disciplines,  c.nd  it  is  necessary  to  consider  the  causes  of  pre- 
mature death,  and  those  afflictions  v/ho  by  their  incidence  lessen 
the  quality  of  life. 

The  cause  of  premature  death  in  the  younger  age  groups,  that 
is  before  the  fifth  decade  (40  years),  is  now  almost  entirely  from 
accidents,  both  in  the  home  (among  the  youngest)  and  on  the  road 
(in  the  1st,  2nd  and  particularly  the  jvi  decades).  Once  again 
I give  some  details  on  this  subject  on  later  pages  of  the  report. 

Next,  in  the  middle  aged,  becoming  evident  now  from  the  fifth 
deca.de  there  is  the  ever  grovmng  toll  vdiich  is  caused  as  a result 
of  cigarette  smoking.  It  is  agreed  that  this  is  probably  the 
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greatest  health  challenge  facing  our  society  at  this  time.  At 
least  50,000  deaths  a year  are  contributed  to  by  this  habit,  not 
only  from  cancer  of  the  lung,  but  from  coronary  thrombosis,  chronic 
bronchitis  and  pneumonia.  In  later  pages  I give  in  detail,  some 
of  the  facts  relating  to  the  dangers  of  cigarette  smoking.  In  the 
face  of  this  massive  challenge  our  efforts  at  prevention  have,  so 
far, been  puny,  E:>rpendituro  on  the  promotion  of  information  and  the 
use  of  a.ll  the  modern  media  of  communication  has  been  negligible 
\7hen  cor:ipared  vath  the  cost  to  the  nation  of  these  premature  deaths. 
So  often  too  the  premature  death  occurs  in  a male  in  his  prime,  at 
the  tLme  of  his  greatest  contribution  to  society  and  to  his  family. 
Constant  effort  should  be  directed  by  all  the  means  that  are  avail- 
able tov/ards  the  education  of  young  people  in  an  effort  to  persuade 
them  that  cigarette  smoking  is  a foolish  habit  indulged  in  by  those 
t:ho  arc  unable  to  resist  the  temptation  rather  than,  a,s  it  is  now 
so  often  presented  by  the  cigarette  manufacturers,  as  the  smoker 
bearing  an  image  of  ma,turity  and  independence.  This  responsibility 
lies  however  not  only  with  the  health  educators  but  v/ith  those 
members  of  the  adult  population  vdio  particularly  have  contact  and 
influence  with  young  people. 

The  prevention  of  early  arterial  disease  resulting  in  incapacity 
or  death  from  coronary  thrombosis  or  strokes  is  more  complex  and 
its  incidence  in  all  civilised  countries,  particularly  in  males, 
relates  more  to  a way  of  life  than  to  a,  single  habit  such  as 
smoking,  Hov/ever  there  is  evidence  that  cigarette  smoking  can 
also  contribute  to  the  incidence  of  coronary  thrombosis.  The 
causes  of  early  arterial  disease  are  probably  multiple,  and  though 
research  is  continuing  in  many  fields,  there  is  as  yet  no  breale- 
through.  In  some  the  condition  has  an  inherited  tendency.  The 
one  salient  factor  that  has  emerged  is  that  occurrence  is  less 
likely  in  those  v/ho  trice  regular  physical  exercise  and  v/ho  are  not 
obese.  Farmers  and  bus  conductors  suffer  less  than  bus  drivers 
and  commercial  travellers.  It  is  disturbing  to  consider  that 
•i:hile  young  people  arc  at  -school  they  arxj  physically  active  but 
this  activity  mry  cease  when  they  leave.  They  often  cat  in 
excess  of  their  needs  and  start  smoking  errlier  than  former  gener- 
ations. The  prevention  of  arterird.  disease,  and  the  presymptomatic 
detection  in  screening  of  individuals  likely  to  suffer  is  a 
challenge  to  preventive  medicine  which,  at  the  present  time,  is 
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not  being  tackled  in  Britain,  Apart  fron  isolated  pockets  of 
individual  research  there  is  little  other  effort  and  none  wliich 
is  generally  directed,  A situation  may  bo  building  up  in  which 
the  incidence  of  early  arterial  disease  could  assume  epidemic 
proportions. 

Much  remains  also,  to  bo  done  in  the  field  of  chronic  illness. 
The  early  detection  of  cancer,  of  diabctP.s,  the  prevention  and 
a.lleviation  of  rheumatic  diseases  in  a,ll  its  manifestations,  and 
finally  in  tertia.ry  prevention,  the  needs  of  those  vrho  are  the 
victims  of  chronic  illness,  particularly  today  v/ith  the  increasing 
survive,!  of  the  handicapped  and  the  elderly,  will  require  the 
organisation  and  deployment  of  many  services.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  medical  research  may  find  the  answer  to  some  of  these  problems, 
but  in  the  meantime  in  the  organisation  of  the  National  Health 
Service  there  is  an  urgent  need  to  assess  the  priorities  in 
medicine  and  make  the  best  use  of  the  available  resources. 

FinaJ-ly  there  is  the  disappointment  that  in  a v:elfare  state, 
where  the  relief  of  poverty  and  its  a,ttGndant  anxieties  ha,ve  been 
the  primary  aim  of  succeeding  governments  since  the  end  of  the  war, 
there  has  boon  no  lessening  in  the  occurrence  of  mental  ill  health. 
Instead  its  incidence,  together  Vidth  those  other  manifestations 
of  mental  instability,  such  as  drug  taking,  both  of  hand  drugs 
and  sedatives,  delinquency,  crime,  child  neglect  and  cruelty, 
divorce  and  a,  neglect  of  socia,l  obliga,tions , indicate  that  a 
materially  prosperous  society  requires  also  a,  firm  basis  of  mor- 
ality to  be  successful. 

To  Mr.  N.R.  Caley  I give  ray  thanks  for  his  steadfa,st  service 
throughout  the  year  and  for  his  help  in  the  compilation  of  this 
report.  In  addition,  I extend  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and 
encouragement . 

Finally  I express  my  appreciation  to  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  his  ready  co-operation  in  the  supply  of  information, 

I remadn,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOAIT  M,  ST.  Y,  DAY.'KINS. 

M e dical  Officer  of  Health, 


Public  Health  Depa,rtraent , 

Rinral  District  Council  Offices, 
Bracklcy  Lodge, 

Brackley,  Northants.. 

October  1970, 
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SECTION  A 


SOCI/iL  CONDITIONS  OF  imA  ixND  STATISTICS 
BRiXKLEY  RURiiL  DISTRICT 


The  91  square  miles  of  the  District  are  devoted  entirely  to 
agriculture  with  329  agricultural  holdings  of  more  than  1 acre. 
There  is  only  one  factory  of  appreciable  size  v/hich  specializes  in 
the  packing  of  products,  mainly  of  the  motor  industry,  for  export. 

The  District  is  on  the  eastern  edge  of  the  Cotswolds  and  much 
of  it  lies  above  the  400ft,  contour  line;  here  are  the  headv/aters 
of  the  Cherwell  and  Great  Ouse  rivers. 

The  26  parishes  contain  picturesque  villages  each  with  its 
beautiful  church,  manor  house  and  stone  cottages.  Many  of  the 
inhabitants  are  employed  in  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Brackley  and 
Banbury  and  further  afield  in  Oxford,  Coventry  and  Northampton  and 
the  natural  grov/th  of  those  to>/ns  has  increased  the  pressure  for 
houses  in  this  attractive  rural  area.  It  is  to  bo  hoped  that  the 
fixing  of  village  boundaries  together  mth  reasonable  planning 
development  vdll  prevent  the  villages  being  spoilt  by  extensive 
urbanisation. 


SU^fLilllY  OF  VITiJi  STAT ISTICS  1969 


Area  in  acres 


Population  (mid-year) 
No,  of  dwellings  (at 
Rateable  value  (at 
Product  Id.  rate  (at 


1st  April) 
1st  April) 
1st  April) 


1968 
13,689 
4,354 
£331,636 
£ 1,362 


58,132 

1969  1970 


14,000 

4,500 

£349,509 

£ 1,419 


not  available 

4,573 
£370,367 
£ 1,518 
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I 

1 

BRiXKLEY  R.D.C. 

1 

MLES 

FEI/ALES 

TOTiiL 

ESTnii'^TED  MID-YE/Jl  HOI.ffi 

POPULi'.TION 

14,000 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total 

128 

122 

250 

Legitinato 

123 

114 

237 

Illegitinate 

5 

8 

13 

STILLBIRTHS 

Total 

2 

1 

3 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

TOTiJi  LIVE 

Total 

130 

123 

253 

STILL  BIRTIiS 

Legitimate 

125 

114 

239 

Illegitimate 

5 

9 

14 

DE/.THS  OF  INFiJvT?S 
under  1 year  of  age 

Total 

2 

1 

3 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

under  k weeks  of  age 

Total 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

under  1 v/eek  of  age 

Total 

nil 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

jmiiTUS  - ;j.L  A&ES 

i 

1 

1 

79 

56 

135 

i 
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Brackley 

England 

R.D.C. 

& Vfeles 

LIVE  BIRTH  RilTES,  ETC. 

Livebirths  per  1,000  home  population  (crude  rate] 

17,9 

16.3 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.22 

1.00 

Local  adjusted  rate 

21.8 

16.3 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

1.34 

1.00 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of  all 
live  births 

5.0 

8.0 

STILLBIRTH  RATE 

Stillbirths  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

12 

13 

INF/JW  MORTiiLITY  R/iTES 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births 

12 

18 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1 yoa.r  per 

8 

17 

1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year 
per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

77 

25 

Neonatal  mortality  rate 

Deaths  under  A weeks  per  1,000  live  births 

4 

12 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate 

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Perinatal  mortality  r?te 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined  per 

nil 

10 

1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

12 

23 

DK'vTHS  R/:TES,  ETC.  - ALL  AGES 

Deaths  per  1,000  home  population  (crude  rate) 

9.^ 

11.9 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.15 

l.OC 

Local  adjusted  rate 

11.0 

11.9 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  rate  to  national  rate 

.93 

l.OC 

12 


CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DE/J?HS: 

ScpticaDjnia  / meningitis 
Upper  respiratory  infection 
Upper  respiratory  failure 


Maj.cs 

1 

1 

2 


Females 


CAUSES  OF  STILLBIRTHS: 

Intra  uterine  anoxia/post  maturity 

Hydrocephaly/Placcntal  infraction 

Combined  accidental  hacmorrhage/Pre- 
eclamptic  toxaemia  of  pregnancy 


1 

1 


2 


DEATHS 

FROM: 

Cancer  all  ages 

• • • • • • 

29  (Lung 

ti 

It 

Pneumonia  . . , 

• • • • • • 

10 

II 

It 

Bronchitis 

• • • • • • 

7 

It 

II 

Coronary  Thrombosis 

• • • • • • 

35 

II 

II 

Strokes  . , . 

• • • • • • 

17 

It 

11 

Car  Accidents  . . , 

• • • • • • 

2 

DEATHS 

(see 

table  on  page  1A)  ... 

Total 

135 
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THE  REGISTERED  CAUSES  OE  DEATH  EERE:- 


Causes  of  death 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Stomach 

2 

2 

A 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Intestine 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Bronchus,  Lung 

8 

1 

9 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Breast 

- 

3 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Prostate 

1 

- 

1 

Leukaemia 

- 

3 

3 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

2 

5 

7 

Diabetes  Hellitus 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Endocrine  Etc.  Diseases 

- 

1 

1 

imacmias 

- 

1 

1 

Mental  Disorders 

- 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

1 

- 

1 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

1 

1 

2 

Hypertensive  Disease 

1 

1 

2 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

20 

15 

35 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

7 

3 

10 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

10 

7 

17 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatorj^-  System 

3 

1 

A 

Pneumonia 

6 

A 

10 

Bronchitis  ajnd  Emphysema 

5 

2 

7 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

2 

- 

2 

Other  Diseases  - C-cnito-Urinary  System 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Complications  of  Pregnancy,  etc. 

- 

1 

1 

Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

1 

- 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

- 

2 

All  Other  Accidents 

3 

1 

A 

TOT/U/S 

79 

56 

135 

lA. 


In  a review  of  the  causes  of  death  the  primary  concern  is  to 
assess  xvhich  could  have  been  prevented.  There  were  3 infant  deaths, 
(The  causes  of  their  deaths  are  listed  on  page  13).  Out  of  the  total 
of  135  deaths,  35  occurred  before  the  age  of  65  v.ath  a further  35 
betv/ecn  65-75.  Up  to  the  ago  of  45  there  ?/ere  only  8 deaths. 

Between  45  - 55,  5l  ^^nd  19  deaths  betv/een  55  - 65.  In  the  latter 
two  decades  the  causes  were  mainly  ischaemic  heart  disease  (coronary 
thrombosis)  and  cancer. 

The  incidence  of  early  degenerative  disease  of  the  a-rtei-ies, 
particularly  in  males,  is  incrca^sing  in  all  cultivated  societies 
of  the  world.  Its  prevention  is  one  of  the  great  challenges  of 
modern  medicine,  ilen  in  their  prime  at  a time  of  their  major 
contribution  to  their  conununity  arc  struck  down  by  coronary  throm- 
bosis or  strokes.  The  causes  are  multiple,  sjid,  as  stated,  cig- 
a.rette  smoking  is  probably  .a  factor.  As  v^ell  as  being  part  of  the 
process  of  a.gcing  hereditary  fa,ctors  are  involved  in  some.  Women 
are  loss  affected  until  after  the  menopause,  indicating  a hormonal 
protection.  The  only  clear  evidence  is  that  the  incidence  is 
lower  in  those  \/ho  take  regular  physical  exercise  and  who  are  not 
obese.  This  salient  feature  needs  emphasis,  as  it  is  easy  in  a 
modern  industrialised  society  with  the  majority  occupied  in  seden- 
tary occupations,  the  \7idesproad  use  of  motor  transport  and 
television,  for  many  to  become  physically  inactive.  It  is  wise  to 
establish  a way  of  life  soon  after  leaving  school  in  v;hich  there  is 
regular  participation  in  physical  exercise  which  can  be  suitably 
modified  to  the  passing  years.  This  combined  v/ith  some  moderation 
in  the  consumption  of  food,  may  help  to  prevent  the  early  onset  of 
arterial  disoa,se. 

It  is  probable  that  cigarette  smoking  is  the  greatest  contemp- 
orary health  problem,  50,000  deaths  a year  can  be  attributed  to 
the  habit.  It  is  responsible  for  9 out  of  10  deaths  from  lung 
cancer,  3 out  of  4 deaths  from  chronic  bronchitis  and  1 out  of  4 
deaths  from  coronary  artery  disease.  It  is  estimated  that  twenty 
times  more  v;ork  days  are  lost  through  sickness  from  smoking  than 
on  industrial  disputes. 

In  1968,  it  v;as  considered  that  about  75/c  of  the  male  population 
and  41^0  of  the  female  population  smoked,  Betv/oen  1956  - 68  the 
number  of  fcmralc  cigarette  smokers  rose  by  a million.  It  is  deeply 
disturbing  to  note  that  U2fo  of  I6  year  old  boys  and  30?°  of  girls 
smoke  more  than  25  cigarettes  per  week. 
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The  adverse  effects  on  health  of  smoking  unfortunately  only 
becomes  manifest  after  many  years  and  are  therefore  not  obviously 
connected  with  the  habit.  Also  in  many  countries  the  economic 
benefits  from  taxing  tobacco  products  are  large,  governments  have 
hesitated  to  change  legislation,  and  it  is  not  practicable  to 
impose  regulations  on  an  unwilling  population.  However  it  is 
imperative  to  take  action  that  will  discourage  young  people  from 
starting  to  smoke,  and  na,y  promote  reduction  or  abstinence  in 
smokers.  This  includes  keeping  people  constantly  and  fully  informed 
about  the  health  consequences  of  smoking  and  pressing  for  the 
curtailing  of  all  forms  of  sales  promotion  that  encourage  the  use 
of  tobacco. 

It  has  been  suggested  in  a recently  published  paper*"  that  the 
most  important  approaches  to  combat  the  health  hazards  of  smoking 
are  as  follows 


1,  The  education  of  youth  not  to  take  up  smoking, 

(in  this  respect  all  those  adults  v/ho  are  associated  with 
and  have  influence  over  young  people  should  by  the  force  of 
their  own  example  discourage  them  from  starting  to  smoke. 
These  include  paren'lis , teachers,  youth  leaders,  sportsmen, 
actors,  pop  stars  and  others  whom  young  people  admire  and 
may  emulate), 

2,  The  exerting  of  the  influence  of  health  workers, 

(The  medical  profession  have  recognised  the  hazard,  and 
novif  only  a quarter  of  British  male  doctors  smoke.  Their 
death  rate  from  lung  cancer  is  now  only  2/5  of  the  national 
figure) , 

3,  Group  a,pproaches  to  the  control  of  cigarette  smoking  by 
adults . 

A.  Mass  approaches  to  the  control  of  cigarette  smoking, 

5.  Reducing  the  effectiveness  of  the  advertising  and  promotion 
of  cigarettes, 

6.  Less  hazardous  smoking. 

♦ Smoking  and  Health  by  Professor  C.M.  Fletcher  & Dr,  D.Horn 
?/’.H.O.  Publication, 
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Tho  yearly  toll  of  injury  and  death  from  road  accidents  mounts 
steadily.  In  an  overpopulated  island  with  congested  roads,  and 
v/ith  an  ajiticipated  incr’case  of  numbers  of  vehicles  annually,  it 
must  be  expected  inevitably  that  this  death  rate  v^ill  not  decline, 
Hov/ever  the  majority  of  deaths  (and  injuries)  occur  in  males  in 
the  age  group  13-2h-,  The  young  male  would  appear  to  be  tho  part- 
icipant and  maybe  the  cause  of  transgression  on  the  road.  It 
would  suggest  that  there  is  a field  for  action  in  the  education 
of  this  group  in  the  principles  of  road  safety,  v/hich  could  start 
at  school.  In  1969.7383  v/ere  killed  on  the  roads  as  compared  with 
6810  in  1968, 

Deaths  from  accidents  in  the  home  are  also  continuing  at  a 
rate  v;hich  is  far  too  high,  running  at  over  eight' thousand,  to- 
gether v/ith  injuries  of  approximately  125,000  receiving  hospital 
treatment  and  a million  and  a half  vjith  slight  injuries.  Over 
three  quarters  of  the  fatalities  occur  in  elderly  people  or  in 
children  under  5 years  of  age. 

The  statistics  for  Great  Britain  in  196?  are  given  in  the 
chart  below;- 


Cause  of  Death 

Age-g 

roup (years 

) 

Sex 

Total 

0-4  .5-14  15-44  45-64  65  & + 

Male 

Female 

X/ w d 0 XXq 

Poisoning 

33 

13 

316 

494 

624 

”T37 

843 

1,480 

Palls 

78 

12 

75 

336 

3,906 

1,252 

3,155 

4,407 

Burns  and  scalds 

123 

‘ 45 

60 

135 

428 

325 

466 

791 

Suffoca.tion  and 

cholcing 

526 

7 

71 

74 

64 

421 

321 

7A2 

Others 

114 

38 

115 

89 

133 

288 

201 

489 

Total 

374 

115 

637  1 

,128 

5,155 

2,923 

4,986 

7,909 

Death  Rate* 

18,8  1,5  3.0  8,5  77.5 

11,2  18,1 

14.8 

♦ Deaths  per  100,000  population. 
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The  follo’ving  notes  have  been  published  in  the  Home  Safety- 
Journal  (a  publication  of  R.O.S  .P.A. ) in  July  1970,  ©uid  are  ack- 
nowledged v.dth  thanks. 


The  annual  figures  of  home  accident  fatalities  in  Great  Britain 
for  the  five  years  I963-67,  analysed  according  to  cause,  arc  given 
in  the  following  table; 


1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Poisoning 

2,124 

1,732 

1,697 

1,719 

1,480 

Falls 

4,830 

4,641 

4,538 

4,660 

4,407 

Burns  and  Scalds 
Suffocation  and 

1,058 

886 

872 

951 

791 

Choking 

792 

896 

900 

812 

742 

Others 

495 

441 

480 

4a 

489 

Total 

9,299 

8,646 

8,487 

8,583 

7,909 

Home  Accid^ent_s_ - Cause  of  Death 
Falls ; 


of  total  dea/ths  - in  one  year  (I967)  (4,407  cases) 

39^  of  victims  were  aged  65  or  over 

60/b  wore  falls  on  one  level,  tripping,  slipping,  stumbling 
25/j  were  falls  from  one  level  to  another 

Common  causes  of  falls  on  one  level  are  - slipping  on  ?/et  floors 
or  polished  floors  with  or  without  loose  rugs;  tripping  over 
obstacles  or  catching  toes  in  floor  coverings  in  poor  repair; 
slipping  on  spilt  grease;  slipping  in  the  bath. 

Common  causes  of  falls  from  one  level  to  another  are  - lack  of 
handrails  or  unsteady  banisters  causing  falls  dovTnstairs;  poor 
lighting  on  stairways;  chairs  used  instead  of  household  steps.  Other 
falls  of  this  nature  include  falls  out  of  bed,  out  of  prams  and 
highchairs , 
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Physical  causes  include  poor  sight,  undue  haste,  illnesses  causing 
heart  or  chest  troubles;  stiff  limbs;  dizziness  caused  by  reaching 
up  or  dov/n  unduly  in  elderly  people. 

Prevention; 

Risk  of  falls  can  bo  reduced  by  maintaining  floor  surfaces  in 
good  repair,  raping  up  spilt  r/ater  or  grease  immediately;  being  tidy 
about  the  house;  having  safety  rails  by  the  bath;  v/earing  shoes  in 
good  repair;  household  steps  should  alv/ays  be  used  to  reach  high 
shelves,  etc,  window  safety  catches  should  be  used  to  control 
opening  for  the  protection  of  young  children  and  elderly  people, 

Beds  should  not  be  too  high,  or  chiars  too  low  for  easy  use;  extra 
handrails  on  the  -wall  side  of  the  stairs  are  helpful.  Safety 
harness  should  be  used  in  prams  and  highchairs. 


19%  of  all  fa,tal  home  accidents  in  1 year  (1967) 
k3fo  of  poisoning  accidents  involved  household  gas  (6Zf2 

cases) 

involved  drugs,  chemicals  and  all  other  causes  of 

poisoning  (775  cases) 

Common  causes  of  gas  poisoning  are  absentmindedness  in  leaving 
gas  on,  or  partly  lighted,  lack  of  ventilation,  using  irrong  (rubber) 
connecting  tubing  for  appliances;  bad  installation  or  repair.  The 
human  factor,  carelessness,  is  most  often  the  basic  cause. 

Other  forms  of  poisoning  include  overdoses  of  medicines;  leaving 
medicines  vfithin  reach  of  children;  failure  to  use  medicine  cupboard; 
not  checking  dosage;  taking  internally  lotions,  rubs,  etc.  designed 
only  for  external  use;  children  eating  cosmetics. 

Domestic  Chemicals  such  as  bleach,  disinfectant,  detergent, 
pesticides,  paint  strippers,  antifreeze,  petrol,  paraffin  and  other 
fluids  cause  accidents  to  children,  often  causing  internal  injury. 

Proventi  onj^ 

To  prevent  gas  poisoning  ha.ve  any  suspected  leak  inspected  and 
services  by  the  &as  Board;  form  the  habit  of  checking  that  burners 
are  alight;  keep  adequa.te  ventilation  to  ensure  a chcange  of  air, 
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never  use  rubber  connecting  tubing,  see  that  gas  geyser  flues  are 
clear  of  obstruction;  tighten  loose  gas  taps  that  can  be  accident- 
ally Icnockod  on. 

To  prevent  medicinal  poisoning  - keep  all  medicines  in  c»« 
medicine  cupboard  (to  British  Standard  Specification);  chock 
dosage  every  time;  use  the  3nil.  spoon  for  liquid  medicines;  get 
rid  of  surplus  medicines  by  flushing  dov/n  the  lavatory;  keep 
medicines  out  of  the  roach  of  children;  label  all  containers 
clearly;  if  in  doubt  destroy. 

To  prevent  poisoning  from  chemicals  - avoid  transferring  to 
other  containers,  especially  those  previously  used  for  food  or  drink 
label  clearly;  store  out  of  reach  of  children,  especially  in  garage, 
shed  or  greenhouse;  observe  manuf a.cturors ' warnings  and  instiaictions 

Bums  and  Scalds 

lOfo  of  all  fatal  home  accideiits  in  1 year  (I967)  were  bums 
and  scalds  (791  cases) 

Deaths  are  caused  by  - falling  into  unguarded  fires;  clothing- 
catching  alight;  burns  due  to  houses  catching  fire,  Conflagarations 
due  to  chimney  fires,  overturning  oil  heaters,  careless  use  of 
smoking  materials  and  electrical  faults.  Faulty  electric  blankets 
can  cause  burns  and  asphyxia,  Sca.lding  accidents  are  due  to  hot 
liquids  - .overturning  kettles  and  saucepans,  bath  v;ater,  washing 
and  •v.’-ashing-up  water,  hot  starch,  and  bursting  hot-\7ater  bottles, 

PreyenyniK 

To  prevent  burning  accidents  a.11  coal  fires  should  have  fixed 
guards  (to  British  Standards  2788  or  3140);  gas,  electric  and  oil 
fires  should  have  integral  guards,  Y/inter  clothing  should  be  made 
of  pure  v;ool  (slow  burning) , brushed  nylon,  or  proofed  cotton. 

Clothing  should  never  be  aired  near  unguarded  fires  of  any  kind, 
Caro  should  be  taken  v/hen  using  flammable  solvents  for  dry  cleaning, 
or  flammable  adhesives  for  fixing  tiles,  etc,  in  the  house.  Par- 
affin and  petrol  should  be  stored  in  me-tal  cans,  and  oil  heaters 
filled,  if  possible  outside  the  house. 
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To  provont  scalding  accidents  fill  hot-vmtor  hcttles  carefully, 
using  a thick  protective  cover;  keep  pojihandles  ejid  kettle  spouts 
away  from  the  front  of  the  cooker;  keep  toddlers  out  of  the  kitchen 
when  doing  laundry,  Vtrashing  up,  cooking  and  dishing  up  are  in 
progress;  turn  tablecloths  under  to  prevent  toddlers  pulling  hot 
liquids  off  the  table.  Yfnen  using  water  for  bathing  and  \7ashing 
alv7ays  run  cold  water  before  hot. 


Suffocation  and  Choking 

These  accidents  account  for  over  95^  of  all  fatal  home  accidents. 
In  one  year  (196?)  there  v/ero  lUl  deaths.  Two  thirds  of  these  were 
by  inhalation  and  ingestion  of  food,  the  rest  from  suffocation  in 
cots  and  cradles.  Children  under  5 years  accounted  for  ll/o  of  all 
cases  of  suffoco.tion  and  choking. 


Prevention; 

To  prevent  suffocation  and  choking  never  'prop-feed’  infants; 
ensure  adequate  rubbing  of  the  baby's  back  to  bring  up  v/ind  beiore 
putting  do\vn  to  sleep.  Keep  talcum  pov/der  (which  can  clog  the 
lungs)  a.way  from  babies,  a.nd  if  a sponge  is  used  lor  A/ashing  see 
that  it  is  too  largo  and  firm  to  be  put  in  baby's  mouth.  Kcep^ 
plastic  bags  out  of  the  reach  of  children;  never  use  a pillow  for  a 
baby  under  tv/elve  months  old,  remove  bibs  before  putting  a baby 
down  to  sleep,  and  use  a net  to  prevent  pets  getting  into  cots  or 
prams . 

Other  Risks 

In  one  year  (196?)  /f39  people  died  from  other  accidental  causes, 
those  included  75  drovming  fatalities  in  baths,  garden  ponds,  etc.; 

27  from  accidents  v/ith  firearms ; 70  from  electrocution  and  20  from 
foreign  bodies  in  orifice, 

Ele ctrical  Accidents 

Due  to  amateur  installations  and  repairs,  faulty  flex  and  plugs, 
misuse  of  domestic  appliances,  unearthed  plugs,  open  sockets  v/hore 
there  are  children,  also  unguarded  electric  fir(S,  touching  electrical 
appliances  with  wet  hands.  Taking  electrical  appaptus  into  the 
batliroom,  filling  electric  kettles  v^ithout  first  disconnecting 
are  also  dangerous  practices. 
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The  Humaji  Factor  in  Accidents 

Every  home  accident  involves  a clash  betv/een  a human  being  and 
something  in  the  home  environment,  in  v/hich  the  human  being 
sustains  injury.  Accidents  are  more  likely  to  happen  \vhen  people 
arc  ill,  emotionally  upset,  depressed,  or  under  physical  stredn. 

Bodily  conditions  v;hich  may  cause  risk  are  poor  sight,  failure 
of  the  sense  of  smell,  tendency  to  dizziness;  vreakened  muscles, 
epilepsy,  arthritic  heart  conditions,  the  lack  of  co-ordination  of 
toddlers,  slowdng  down  of  reaction  in  old  age. 


22 


la 



cd^^4ifi  riiftw . trcffji^H  ViCo:^!' ^OIR'  fiSttstk^ogh  4 

V/'*!'*}  l-V.  '*?''*< 


I 


’iS  ■ \ ' 

-..  *1-4  -r/Hi/ij  rV,  '»?*,*<  <'r  I _ •"  , l ''>'ji> 

«T[yrHt  , *Jsia  iooh:  «na  aiiilt  ;)W#»o  ^ iloiriw  i 

, ‘ji/>j^a  5o|xojIa^.  ^4kAvrtJraKit6  o{f  \:ooo5iiio4^  lo  tKtiih*  orfj 

1(j  otii  ,*«old’16rtoo  <M/>od  aJ:?Jt*fdl^* 

>'  'j  • 4'  ''■^^^.■'  . 1,!  6a^  . “•  .<*»<*,'■.-  -'^>s|.  , 

' .'  i^C'-  ■,  ff--.  >' 

, . ■?•.  - -y . ":,:  ',  ‘••|.;Sf 

' ','.  • j i’  ' ^’ *■  -J' 

« ' WlHi 


• ...  i 

, tf 


mv  I.  • 


VI  ^ 


v-^', 
"'J  ^ ■ 


■•j-;:'*V’!liiA'  „,^.:  i »«)  VulK:/*  ■ , ■ ■'  ‘'^ ,'  ; 

' r^.W‘  vMJ"  4*I^v  \ _ i’W  AV'^  H 'Wi#‘,’S  ||f*  * 


-.■  ^ ...  ■■•  . A'  t'^ 

• iw'  ■ f * ' 


' '’S™ 

;;sr''  V’i;.v»4.'Wi(jtart'»s^ 

■ >’?  r:B 


f'.V.VKii 

..  . , . 


r 
. '»■ 

>'  U J 


'.^0\.  ^ 'twftvllUQM 


-i^ 

"■r- 


^.• 


4 - 


H?-  ' ■ ' -'r  'i  ^ 


. ri » ♦ . 

I . til 


't-. 


S E C T ION  B 


GENERAL.  PROVISION  _OF  IfflALTH  SERVICES 

1 . L^aORATORY  FACILITIES 

Samples  of  milk,  ice-cream,  water  and  other  specimens  from 
this  district  are  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratories 
in  Oxford  and  Northampton,  This  most  useful  and  efficient 
service  is  under  the  control  of  Dr.  VtT.H.H.  Jebb  at  the  Radcliffe 
^firmary,  Oxford  and  Dr.L.  Hoyle  at  the  Genera.1  Hospital 
Northampton;  I thank  them  for  their  ready  co-operation  at  all 
times. 

2.  HOSPITAI'  SERVICES 

Horton  General  Hospital,  Banbury, 

Cottage  Hospital,  Brackley. 

Northampton  General  Hospital. 


Infectious  Diseases 

Slade  Isolation  Hospital,  Oxford. 

Harborough  Road  Hospital,  Northampton, 


3. 


COUNTY  COUi\-CIL  SERVICES 

(a)  Ambulances 

The  County  Council  provide  ambulances  for  the  removal  to 
hospital  of  all  general,  medical,  surgical  and  infectious 
cases.  There  is  an  ambulance  station  in  Brackley, 


( b )  Child  Vfelfare  Centres  and  Clinics 

Inf^t  V/elfaro  Centres  arc  held  at  Brackley,  Middleton  Cheney 
Kings  Sutton  and  Holmdon,  Transport  facilities'  are  provided 
by  the  County  Council  in  various  parts  of  the  district  for 
mothers  and  children  to  attend  clinics  at  a nearby  centre. 


(c)  j^_sing  in  the  Home.  Midwives  and  Health  Visitor  Services 
The  district  is  v/ell  covered,  and  all  villages  have  the 
services  of  both  District  Nurse  and  Health  Visitor, 
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(d)  The  Home  Help  Service 

This  service  is  in  operation  in  several  p8,rishes  of  the 
district.  It  is  a very  necessary  service  and  affords  consid- 
erable benefit  to  the  community,  both  to  domicilary  and 
maternity  cases,  and  especially  in  the  care  of  old  people  who 
can  remedn  comfortably  at  home,  and  who  v/ithout  this  help, 
would  be  in  institutions. 

( ® ) Care  and  After  Care  Service 

The  County  Council  provide  a number  of  facilities  in  respect 
of  the  crippled,  aged  persons,  diabetics  and  the  mentally  ill; 
they  are  also  responsible  for  the  preventive  services  for 
tuberculosis . 


7.?ELFARE  OF  THE  ACED 


National  Assistance 
Act,  1951: 


Act,  1948  atid  National  Assistance  (Amendment) 


No  action  was  necessary  under  section  A7  during  this  past  year. 


The  follov.dng  provide  services  for  old  people. 

1 National  Health  Service 
iry  General  Practitioner. 

(b)  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  including  the  Almoner 
Service . 

2 The^  C_o^^^ 

The  Health  Service, 

(i)  District  Nurses, 

(ii)  Health  Visitors. 

(iii) Home  Help  Service . The  Home  Help  Service  is  of  inest- 
imable value  in  th.j  prevention  of  breakdovm  in  the  aged, 
and  many  are  able  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  who 
would  othen.dse  have  to  be  removed  to  institutions, 
Sovera.1  old  people  v/ere  kept  under  observation  during 
the  year, 

(t)  The  Yifelfare  Department, 

(i)  Part  III  accommodation  and  homes. 

(ii)  Special  Services  for  the  Blind,  etc.,  and  home  fittings 
V7here  necessary. 
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3. 


The  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security, 

Financial  help  v/here  necessary. 

The  District  Council, 

Hones  for  the  aged,  flats,  and  in  some  cases  flatlets  with 
"iTarden  supervision, 

5.  Voluntary  Organisations . 

These  are  many  and  services  varj''  in  different  areas.  They 
include  holiday  schemes  in  \/hich  old  people  arc  taken  on  sea- 
side holidays  in  off-season  times;  the  Darby  and  Joan  Clubs; 
"Meals  on  ^/^/heels"  Service;  the  Home  Visiting,  The  Y.bmen's 
Voluntary  Service  very  often  undertakes  many  of  the  above 
duties,  vdiile  in  other  area.s  local  voluntary  committees  run 
the  various  organisations.  The  Rural  Communities*  Council, 
together  v;ith  the  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee,  provide  co- 
operation between  the  various  services. 

Your  I'edical  Officer  of  Health,  having  a special  interest  in 
the  v/elfare  of  the  aged,  and  by  virtue  of  her  appointment  both  to 
the  District  and  the  County  Council,  and  by  her  relationship  vidth 
other  medical  colleagues,  endeavours  to  fulfil  the  function  of 
co-operation  and  co-ordination  between  these  many  agencies.  Many 
cases  of  breakdovm  can  bo  prevented  by  early  application  of  these 
services , 

The  following  clubs  have  kinclJy  provided  these  reports  of  the 
activities  of  their  clubs  and  I am  most  grateful  to  them.  The 
voluntary  organisers  v/ho  give  so  freely  of  their  time  to  this  'worth- 
v/hile  activity  are  fulfilling  an  important  and  necessary  function 
and  are  gratefully  thanked  for  their  services. 

THE  GOOD  COtkMJIONS  CLUB,  LYNHO.  The  Secretary,  Mrs  S.A.  Stevens, 
has  supplied  this  report . 

We  held  afternoon  meetings  each  Wednesday  fortnight,  ulth  an 
average  attendance  of  20  members.  Yi/'e  had  six  coach  outings  during 
the  Summer,  and  two  theatre  outings  during  the  v/inter.  We  held  a 
Christmas  party,  were  invited  out  to  tvra  parties  and  had  one  return 
party  during  November,  Yfe  hold  a coffee  day  in  a member's  house 
to  raise  funds. 
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BODDDIGTON  OVER  SIXTY  FRIENELY  CLUB.  Fr.  F.  Mason  has  supplied 
this  report . 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  report  that  once  again  v/e  have 
had  quite  a successful  year.  Our  membership  has  increased  and 
there  are  nov/  35  members  of  a club  v^hich  through  its  own  officers 
are  able  to  maintain  contacts  with  all  branches  of  our  welfare 
services. 

Some  of  the  older  members  get  assistance  from  home  helps  which 
is  much  appreciated.  The  Chiropody  service  is  also  a great  boon, 
this  service  is  also  administered  by  one  of  the  members. 

The  holiday  at  Clacton  is  indeed  a very  welcome  break  for  some 
of  our  members  who  would  othervTise  not  be  able  to  get  a change  at 
all. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  our  funds  stood  at  £70,8,0.  and  we  are 
looking  forward  to  quite  a few  happy  outings  in  the  coming  year. 

One  note  of  regret,  we  lost  three  members  during  the  year,  one 
of  them  our  treasurer  since  the  foimding  of  the  club, 

CHACOIBS  OLD  PEOPLES  CLUB.  The  Secretary,  Mrs  E.  Bricknell  has 
supplied  this  report. 

The  club  has  50  members,  meetings  are  held  once  a month  on  a 
\7ednesday  afternoon,  when  v/e  play  bingo,  no  charge  is  made,  the 
prizes  are  given  free  and  tea  is  provided  by  the  Committee. 
Occasionally  we  hold  a Coffee  Evening  and  Bring  and  Buy  Sale  to 
raise  funds. 

All  meetings  are  held  in  members  houses  as  we  have  no  Village 
Hall. 

Last  Slammer  we  organised  two  outings;  in  July  V7e  had  a day 
trip  to  Feymouth  and  in  September  a half  day  tour  around  the 
Cotswolds  v/ith  tea  at  Evesham.  These  outings  are  free  to  members. 

At  Christmas  each  member  is  given  a grocery  parcel,  value  lO/-, 

A Chiropody  service  is  provided. 

Our  members  received  supplies  of  cheap  tea,  bovril,  and  horlicks. 

Funds  for  the  Club  are  obtained  from  draws,  subscriptions  and 
Bring  and  Buy  sales. 
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MIDDUl:TON  CHEI'IEY  old  folks  LTBLFi'JlE  COMIATTTEE.  The  Secretary,  Itrs.M. 
Bain  has  supplied  this  report. 

The  old  folk  have  met  on  the  first  \Vednesday  in  each  month  in 
the  Village  Hall,  \Ye  have  had  films  of  members  visits  abroad,  a 
talk  by  Police  Sargent  Page  on  "General  Safety",  entertainers, 
bingo  and  community  singing  led  by  our  ovm  choir. 

The  choir  has  been  very  successful  and  have  been  round  to  other 
villages  to  entertain  their  members. 

Two  outings  have  been  held,  one  to  Southsea  and  the  second,  a 
tour  of  the  Cotswolds,  with  tea  at  Cheltenham, 

Our  sjinual  Exhibition  and  Sale  was  very  successful,  the  Judges 
commented  that  the  exhibits  were  of  a very  high  standard.  The  sale 
of  goods  after  the  judging  and  the  tombola  organised  by  our 
President,  Mrs  A,  Green,  of  Rectory  Lane,  brought  in  enough  money 
to  help  pay  for  the  outings  and  our  New  Year’s  Party, 

The  party  \7as  held  in  January  and  after  a very  nice  meal  served 
by  Committee  members,  we  were  entertained  by  the  Scouts,  Boys 
Brigade  and  Adventurers,  These  young  folk  organised  a concert  which 
proved  so  successful  that  they  repeated  it  for  the  general  public. 

Members  have  organised  and  run  stalls  at  the  Playing  Fields 
Fete  and  the  Village  Hall  Bazaar, 

Concessionary  foods  for  old  folks  have  been  sold  at  each  meeting 
by  Mrs  Green  and  has  proved  a very  satisfactory  part  of  our  organis- 
ation, Our  Committee,  made  up  of  representatives  from  all  organis- 
ations in  the  village,  have  visited  members  in  their  homes  and 
arranged  for  the  Chiropodist  to  visit  those  unable  to  get  out  and 
have  made  reports  to  the  Officers  of  illness  or  any  need. 

Our  Annual  General  Meeting  was  held  on  April  28th,  in  the 
Village  Hall,  our  treasurer.  Hr,  A.  Bain,  retired  due  to  ill  hea,lth. 
We  made  plans  for  the  coming  year  which  v/e  hope  v/ill  prove  as 
successful  as  1969. 
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SYRE3H/JI  FRIENDSH'IP  CLUB:  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.P.  Y/estcott,  Hon. 
Secretary,  Mr.  P.  Bradbury;  Mr.  vYestcott  supplied  this  report. 

The  Club  had  a very  successful  year,  again  maintaining  its 
membership  at  around  60,  even  with  a foxi  unfortunate  losses*  A 
number  of  members  spent  a week's  holiday  at  Clacton  in  the  Spring 
and  Southend  in  the  Autumn,  v/hich  they  all  greatly  enjoyed,  a few 
members  who  could  not  be  away  for  the  week  took  the  coach  ride  there 
and  back  in  the  same  day. 

YiTe  were  successful  in  comraencing  the  Chiropody  Service  early  in 
the  year  to  v;hich  24  members  participate,  all  of  v/hom  report  a grea,t 
benefit. 

Y/e  continue  to  hold  fortnightly  meetings  in  the  village  hall  and 
during  the  Summer  months  arranged  the  follow'ing  outings. 

Mystery  Tour,  a visit  to  Bourton-on-the-Y/ater , and  tea,  a tour 
of  the  CotsY/olds  and  tea  at  Northleach.  Tvro  visits  to  Northampton 
Rep.^  Theatre  and  the  Pantomime  at  Oxford.  A Bazaar  was  organised 
to  raise  funds  for  our  Birthday  and  Christmas  parties,  and  were 
successful  in  making  over  £82,  Our  Birthday  party  in  November  to 
v/hich  we  invited  12  members  from  each  of  tv/o  other  clubs  was  greatly 
enjoyed  and  to  which  the  local  school  children  entertained  with  a 
play  and  songs. 

Y/e  held  our  Christmas  party  on  23rd.  December,  to  which  we  also 
invited  members  from  two  other  clubs,  and  at  v/hich  the  Committee 
provided  an  excellent  hot  turkey  dinner  with  all  the  trimmings. 

There  is  no  question  that  all  members  greatly  enjoyed  all  the 
aspects  of  the  club's  activities  and  groat  credit  is  due  to  the 
volunteer  Committee  and  helpers. 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCmBTANCES 


The  district  is  supplied  vd.th  water  by  the  Bucks  Water  Board  who 
are  the  statutory  undertakers.  The  source  of  the  supply  is  the 
River  Great  Ouse  at  Buckingham,  supplemented  by  water  derived  from 
chalk  wells  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Board's  area  and  transferred 
northwards  through  their  Mid  Bucks  Scheme,  The  v/ater  is  purified  at 
the  Board's  treatment  v/orks  at  Poxcote.  The  supply  enters  the  dist- 
rict at  Evenley  and  is  distributed  throughout  the  district.  There 
are  covered  reservoirs  at  Thorpe  Mandeville  and  Aston-le-Walls  and 
a v/ater  tov/er  at  Halse. 


Seventy- five  samples  of  the  supply  were  taken  by  the  health 
department  from  taps  in  premises  throughout  the  district  and  sub- 
mitted for  bacteriological  examination.  Three  of  the  samples  from 
two  premises,  showed  slight  contamination.  As  on  previous  occajsions 
it  v;as  difficult  to  account  for  this  especially  as  samples  taken  at 
properties  nearby  Mere  satisfactory;  it  is  possible  that  the  washers 
in  the  taps  or  the  gland  packing  v/ere  the  cause  of  the  contamination. 
However  the  mains  v/ere  flushed  by  the  Y/ater  Board  and  subsequent 
samples  v/ere  satisfactory. 

Complaints  were  received  from  three  villages  regarding  discolour- 
isation  of  the  water.  This  v/as  due  to  an  accumulation  of  sediment 
in  'dead-end'  lengths  of  main  and  it  was  soon  cleared  by  flushing, 
wash-out  hydrants  are  now  being  fitted  to  these  mains  by  the  Bucks 
Water  Board  and  it  will  be  much  easier  to  clear  these  pipes  should 
sediment  accumulate  in  them  in  the  future. 


A sample  of  V7ater  submitted  for  Chemical  Analysis  was  satisfactory 
and  the  analyses  report  is  shown  on  page  33. 

V/ith  regard  to  private  supplies,  a complaint  Mas  made  regarding 
one  such  piped  supply  which  supplies  several  properties,  the  supply 
sometimes  fails  for  a day  or  so  during  very  cold  v/eather  and  the 
owner  is  having  the  system  overhauled  to  remedy  this  defect. 
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A roadside  spring  to  which  the  public  has  access  and  which  in 
previous  years  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity, 
now  appears  to  be  contaminated.  This  is  slight  and  the  cause  cannot 
yet  be  found  virith  certainty,  hovvever  it  became  apparent  only  after 
the  building  of  a nearby  housing  estate  and  may  be  related  to  that 
fact. 

Almost  every  house  within  a reasonable  distance  of  the  mains 
supply  has  this  taken  in  pipes  within  the  house.  The  fev/  houses 
with  taps  outside  the  house  are  substandard  and  awaiting  either 
demolition  or  reconditioning. 

Details  of  the  samples  tsJeen  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  are 
shovm  on  page  31,  and  the  result  of  a chemical  examination  of  the 
water  on  page  33 • 
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BACTERIOLOGICM.  SAMPLES  OF  MAINS  WATER  TAKEN  BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEiiLTH 
INSPECTOR  '.TTH  RESULTS  OF  EX^UflN/iTION. 


Parish  or  Village 


Number  Taken 


Aston-le-Walls  2 
iiynho  2 
Boddington  6 
Chacombe  10 
Chipping  Warden  1 
Croughton  2 
Cul worth  1 
Evenley  10 
Eydon  1 
Fartliinghoe  3 
Great worth  2 
Helmdon  5 
Hinton-in-the-Hedges  1 
Kings  Sutton  7 
Marston  St.  Lawrence  2 
Middleton  Cheney  9 
Moroton  Pinkney  1 
Newbottle  2 
Radstone  1 
Sulgrave  1 
Syresham  2 
Thenford  1 
Thorpe  Mandeville  2 
'Thitfield  1 


75 


2 

2 

6 

§ 

1 

2 

1 

10 

1 

3 

2 

5 

1 

7 
2 

8 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 

72 


2 


1 
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NUl'ffiER  OF  DmLBIGS 

SUPPLIED 

OTH 

I'/I/ilNS 

\/ATER 

ilJ.  ^ 

1.12.69. 

Aston-le-Walls  , . . 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

58 

Aynho  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

225 

Boddington  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

16a 

Chacombe  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• » • 

0 0 0 

138 

Chipping  Warden  . . . 

• • • 

• • # 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

194 

Croughton  

• • • 

# • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

l66 

Culworth  

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

146 

Edgcote  

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

NIL 

Evenley  

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

153 

Eydon  

• • ♦ 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

135 

Parthingoe  

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

106 

Greatworth  

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

203 

Helmdon  

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

227 

Hinton-in-the-Hedges 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

35 

Kings  Sutton 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

518 

Marston  St.  Lawrence 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

72 

Middleton  Cheney. . . 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

965 

Moreton  Pinkney  ... 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

101 

Newbottle  

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

146 

Radstone  

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

16 

Sulgrave  

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

128 

Syr e sham  

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

176 

Thenford  

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

20 

Thorpe  Mandeville 

• • ♦ 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

52 

Warkv7orth  

• • • 

0 0 0 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

5 

V/hitfield  

• • • 

0 0 0 

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

47 

Toi/SJ.  • • • • • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

• • • 

• • • 

0 0 0 

4,196 
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COPY  OF  RESULT  OF  CHEMICAL  MALYSIS  OF  SillPLE  OF  miNS  W.Tm 

The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 

Thresh  House, 

Verulann  Street, 

Gray's  Inn  Road, 

London  V/,C.l, 

Analysis  of  a sample  of  water  received  5.12.69.  Our  ref.  Y/h/010 
From  Brackley  Rural  District  Council. 

Labelled  "Pour  Bridges",  Banbury  Lane,  Kings  Sutton. 

(from  kitchen  tap  - direct  from  main)  Date  5.12.69.  9.00  hrs. 

Taken  by  N.R,  Caley,  Public  Health  Inspector. 

CHEMICAL  RESUITS  IN  MILITGRAMS  PER  LITRE  (ppm) 

Appearance:  Clear  and  bright. 

Turbidity  (A.P.H.A,  units)  NIL 
Colour  (Hazen)  5 Odour  NIL 


pH 

7.6 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

9 

Electric  Conductivity  67O 

(Reciprocal  Megohms  per  cm.) 

Dissolved  Solids  dried 
I8OOC 

at 

. 470 

Chlorine  present  as 

Chloride 

59 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Carbonate 

IbO 

Hardness  :Total  V;n 

Carbonate  I60 

Non- carbonate 

280 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

5.7 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Absent 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

O.OA 

0:c7gen  Absorbed 

0.80 

Albuminoid 

0.12 

Residual  Chlorine 

0.02 

Metals  Iron,  zinc,  copper,  lead:  Absent 


This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a reaction  on 
the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals.  The  water 
is  very  hard  in  character  but  contains  no  excess  of  mineral  or  saline 
constituents  in  solution.  It  is  of  a satisfactory  organic  quality. 
These  results  indicate  a pure  and  wholesome  v;ater  suitable  for 
drinlcing  and  domestic  uses,  from  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis, 
15th. December,  1969. 

(signed) . R . C .HOATHER . 
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Fork  continued  throughout  the  year  on  the  construction  of*  the 
major  sev/age  disposal  works  at  Kings  Sutton,  This  is  a combined 
scheme  to  treat  the  sev/age  from  Kings  Sutton,  Charlton  and  Aynho. 

The  T/orks  were  to  have  been  completed  by  September  but  there 
was  a delay  in  the  supply  of  essential  pumping  e^juipment  which  v;as 
outside  the  control  of  the  Council  or  contractors.  The  v;orks  are 
now  operational  (March  1970)  and  the  old  Kings  Sutton  works,  which 
gave  rise  in  the  past  to  numerous  complaints  and  were  a cause  for 
concern  as  a health  hazard,  T/ill  no  longer  be  used, 

A major  public  health  measure  still  required  is  the  improvement 
of  the  sewage  disposal  facilities  at  Upper  Middleton  Cheney,  Due 
to  the  rapid  rate  of  house  building  in  recent  years,  the  old  v/orks 
are  overloaded  and  the  effluent  ditch  is  grossly  contaminated,  A 
tender  has  nov/  been  accepted  to  build  a pumping  station  adjacent 
to  the  site  of  the  old  v;orks,  which  will  pump  the  sewage  to  the 
new  works  at  Lower  Mddleton  Cheney,  Part  of  Astrop  Road, 

Middleton  Cheney,  is  to  be  sewered  for  the  first  time  and  properties 
now  drained  to  septic  tanks  will  be  able  to  be  connected  to  the 
new  sewers. 

The  position  in  other  parishes  is  as  follows 

C rough ton;  A tender  has  been  accepted  for  the  improvement  of  the 
sewage  disposal  v/orks, 

Hinton-in-the-Hedges ; The  scheme  is  in  preparation.  The  Council 
are  endeavouring  to  acquire  land  for  a site  for  the  new  works, 
Marston  St,  Lawrence  and  G-reatworth;  This  is  a combined  scheme. 

The  detailed  design  is  nearing  completion, 

Halsc;  Outline  details  are  nearing  completion. 

CroiTfield;  The  proposal  is  to  pump  sewage  from  Crowfield  to  the 
T/orks  at  Syresham  about  ^ mile  distant.  Design  work  is  well 
advanced. 

When  the  above  v/ork  is  completed  the  Council  vdll  have  virtually 
accomplished  its  task  of  modernising  the  sev/age  disposal  facilities 
throughout  the  district.  Attention  in  the  future  should  be  directed 
to  improving  these  facilities  when  necessary. 
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The  advent  of  sevvers  and  sev/age  disposal  works  together  with 
grants  to  owners  for  the  improvement  of  their  houses  has  resulted 
over  the  years  in  the  conversion  of  pail  closets  and  privies  to 
7/aterbome  sanitation,  A survey  which  is  now  being  undertaken 
indicates  that  the  number  of  properties  still  having  pail  closets 
or  privies  is  less  than  1^.%  of  the  total  number  of  private  houses 
i.e,  less  than  I50  houses. 

Public  Cleansing 

House  refuse  is  collected  v/eekly  from  most  of  the  properties 
in  the  district  and  collections  are  made  fortnightly  from  outlying 
farms.  Three  rear  loading  fore  and  aft  tipping  vehicles  are  used 
and  automatic  compression  of  the  refuse  increases  the  holding  capacity 
of  the  vehicles  and  reduces  the  number  of  journeys  of  the  vehicles 
to  the  refuse  tip;  about  80  cubic  yards  of  uncompressed  refuse  can 
be  collected  by  the  three  vehicles.  Eleven  men  are  employed  in  three 
teams.  The  dustbins  are  collected  from  the  premises  but  the  empty 
bin  is  left  on  the  kerbside  for  the  occupier  to  return  to  the 
premises.  There  have  been  no  complaints  by  the  public  about  this 
method  of  collection  and  on  request,  due  to  infirmity  or  illness, 
the  empty  bins  are  returned  to  the  premises  by  the  collectors. 

Complaints  have  been  made  about  the  tip  at  &reatworth  and  it  has 
long  been  realized  that  this  method  of  disposal  of  refuse  is  not 
satisfactory.  The  nature  of  refuse  is  changing,  there  is  more 
putresciblc  material,  paper,  packaging  and  plastics.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  dispose  of  the  latter  material  ’which  does  not  break  down 
and  is  offensive  v;hen  burnt  in  quantity.  There  is  a shortage  of 
proper  covering  material  and  uncovered  refuse  is  attractive  to 
flies  and  rodents  and  in  spite  of  all  precautions , the  hedgerows 
become  littered  with  paper  blovm  off  the  tip  by  high  winds. 

Because  of  the  shortcomings  of  this  method  of  tipping  the 
Council  have  decided  to  establish  a pre-pulverisation  plant  between 
Parthinghoe  and  lAiddlcton  Cheney.  The  refuse  will  be  broken  dov/n 
to  small  granules  by  machinery  and  the  resulting  refuse  will  occupy 
much  less  space  and  vri.ll  be  less  attractive  to  pests  and  vermin; 
and  vdll  bo  tipped  in  a disused  railway  cutting  near  the  plant.  The 
tip  at  Greatworth  vri.ll  no  longer  be  used. 

V/ork  on  the  new  plant  is  due  to  commence  early  in  1970. 

The  Council  again  arranged  for  special  collections  of  bulky 
material  from  central  points  in  each  parish.  This  peraits  house- 
holders to  dispose  of  such  items  as  old  beds,  mattresses,  scrap 
iron  etc.. 
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Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Dovelopmcnt  Act  I960 


The  niimber  of  caravans  used  as  permanent  homes  has  not  varied 
to  any  large  extent;  there  are  22  caravans  on  16  sites.  There  are 
no  holiday  sites  as  such  in  the  district  but  the  Camping  Club 
frequent  one  farm  for  weekend  meetings  of  the  Club  during  the 
summer. 


No  difficulties  were  experienced  during  the  year  in  administering 
this  Act  and  all  the  sites  comply  \-d.th  the  Council’s  licensing 
conditions.  It  must  be  emphasized,  hov7over,  that  most  of  these 
caravans  were  designed  for  holiday  touring  and  their  use  as  perman- 
ent homes  is  to  condone  what  is  in  effect  substandard  living  acc- 
ommodation. 

In  contrast,  the  larger  mobile  home  leaves  little  to  be  desired. 
They  are  reasonably  spacious  and  contain  all  sanitaiy  amenities  and 
can  readily  be  connected  to  water  supply  and  drainage.  There  is 
thus  no  need  for  separate  sanitary  accommodation  onihe  site, 

’Jork  started  during  the  year  on  the  construction  of  a marina 
at  the  Oxford  Canal  at  Aynho  for  the  benefit  of  pleasure  craft, 

Y/hen  completed  the  marina  will  provide  mooring  and  repair  facilities 
for  craft,  a shop,  bathing,  washing  and  sanitary  accommodation. 
Already  the  site,  which  was  formerly  a coal  yard,  is  much  improved 
and  it  is  an  added  amenity  to  the  district. 

Clean  Air  Act  195^ 

There  are  no  industrial  processes  in  the  district  causing  smoke 
in  such  quantities  as  to  require  action  under  the  above  Act.  Tv/o 
complaints  were  received  regarding  nuisance  caused  by  the  lighting 
of  garden  bonfires.  In  both  cases  fires  were  kept  alight  in  gardens 
for  more  than  reasonable  periods  of  time  and  the  persons  responsible 
v/ere  warned  that  although  the  Clean  Air  Act  v/as  not  concerned  with 
garden  bonfires  they  ifore  liable  to  proceedings  under  the  Public 
Health  Act. 

Public  Health  Act  Section  60 

This  section  requires  satisfactory  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
fire  from  certain  buildings.  It  applies  to  buildings  of  more  than 
tv7o  storeys  whore  any  storey  is  more  than  20ft  above  ground  level. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer 
of  the  County  Council  inspected  8 such  premises  and  recommendations 
were  made  in  respect  of  A of  them. 
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Svidiiining  Baths  and  Pools 

There  are  no  public  swimirang  pools  in  tho  district  but  a nunber 
of  private  pools  exist.  There  is  a public  sv/imning  pool  in  Breckley 
Borough  and  as  stated  in  my  report  for  1968,  discussions  are  taking 
place  on  the  possibility  of  replacing  this  with  an  enclosed  pool; 
the  cost  to  be  shared.  It  is  considered  that  an  up-to-date  enclosed 
and  heated  swimming  pool  is  essential  in  Brackley  as  this  is  an 
educational  centre  v/ith  six  schools. 

Insect  Pests  and  Disinfestation 

Four  infestations  of  fleas  were  investigated,  three  cases  in 
houses  and  one  in  a workshop.  In  all  occurrences,  animals  - dogs 
and  cats  - were  the  cause  of  tho  infestations.  Appropriate  pre- 
cautions to  disinfest  tho  premises  v/ere  taken, 

Tho  department  is  asked  from  time  to  time  for  advice  in  dealing 
T/ith  infestations  of  Cluster  Flies,  These  have  been  more  prevalent 
in  recent  years.  Their  favourite  winter  habitat  is  a warm  roof 
space  T/here  they  congregate  in  alarming  numbers  often  causing  much 
concern  to  tho  householder.  They  usually  vacate  the  roof  in  the 
first  v;arm  days  of  spring  v/hen  they  appear  in  the  other  rooms  of  the 
house.  They  resemble  house  flics  but  their  life  cycle  and  habits 
are  completely  different  and  they  are  by  no  means  such  a health 
hazard  as  common  houseflies. 

Advice  was  sought  when  some  grubs  mysteriously  appeared  on  a 
schoolroom  floor.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  grubs 
vrcre  falling  through  a small  hole  in  the  classroom  ceiling  and  when 
part  of  the  roof  was  removed  some  dead  fly-blown  starlings  v;ere 
found. 

Advice  was  given  on  the  treatment  of  a house  infested  with 
cockroaches;  these  were  attracted  by  the  central  heating  system. 

Factories  Acts 

Tho  table  on  page  4-0,  shows  the  number  of  factories  in  the 
district  and  the  nunber  of  visits  of  inspection  made.  No  serious 
contraventions  of  the  Acts  were  found. 
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Outworkers 


There  are  no  factories  in  the  district  onploying  outv/orkers. 
However,  neighbouring  authorities  have  notified  2 outworkers  working 
in  their  homes  in  this  area.  These  hones  and  v/orking  conditions 
have  been  inspected  and  found  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 


This  Act  deals  xilth  the  health,  welfare  and  safety  of  persons 
employed  in  shops  and  offices. 


The  table  on  page  40,  gives  details  of  the  type  and  number  of 
each  place  of  employment  and  the  classification  of  the  persons 
employed  therein. 

The  total  of  registered  premises  v/as  three  less  than  in  1968  and 
the  number  of  persons  employed  decreased  by  three.  Contraventions 
of  the  Act  were  of  a minor  nature  and  remedied  vathout  formal  action 
being  recommended.  No  accidents  on  registered  premises  were 
reported. 


Petroleim  Storaf 


The  above  Act  prohibits  the  keeping  and  storage  of  bulk  quantities 
of  petroleum  spirit  unless  the  person  storing  the  petroleum  has  a 
licence  from  the  Council,  The  number  of  licences  held  in  this 
district  is  67.  Sixteen  are  for  filling  stations  and  51  for 
private  use. 

The  filling  stations  are  inspected  at  least  once  a year  and 
visits  are  made  to  the  other  stores  v;hcn  time  permits. 


The  Home  Office  Code  of  principles  of  construction  of  petroleum 
stores  and  licensing  conditions  have  again  been  revised.  The 
Council's  licensing  conditions  closely  follow  this  model  code.  One 
of  the  licensing  conditions  requires  underground  storage  tanks  to 
bo  tested  20  years  after  installation.  This  year  19  tanks  wore 
pressure  tested  and  5 failed  the  test;  this  is  a fairly  high  figure 
and  gives  some  cause  for  concern.  Tanks  which  fail  the  test  are 
either  filled  with  concrete  or  removed  by  specialist  firms. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


Part  1 the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provision  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector) . 


Written  Occupier 
Notices  Prosec- 
uted 


Premises 


(i)  Factories  in  v/hich 


Sections  1,2, 3,4  & 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 


(ii)  Factories  not  includ- 
ed in  (i)  in  which 
section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers 
premises) 


Total 


20 


10 
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The  Offices,  Shops  & Railvmy  Preuises  Act  1962 

Total  nunber  of  registered  premises  at  31st.  December  1969:-  38 

Number  of  visits  made  to  registered  premises;-  52 


in  registered  premises 


No.  of  persons 

Offices 

19 

Retail  Shops 

59 

Wholesale  Departments 

12 

Catering  Establishments 

37 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

128  (57  males, 71  females) 


The  above  figures  relate  to  premises  which  are  inspected  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector.  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  administers 
this  Act  in  factories  which  are  supervised  by  the  Inspectorate 
for  the  purpose  of  the  Factories  Act  196l« 
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SUI^I/JIY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  PISPECTOR*S  VISITS  TO  ivI^ID  INSPECTIONS  OF 

‘premises  in  1969. 


Housing  Survey 
Water  Supply 
Inprovencnt  Grants  and  proposed  reconditioning 

Insanitary  Premises  

Offensive  Accurinulations  & refuse  disposal 

Housing  Defects  ,,,  

Fire  Escape  from  dv;cllings 

Drainage  

Insect  pests  and  animals  . , , 

Persons  in  need  of  care 
Infectious  Disease  & Pood  Poisoning 
Derelict  Buildings 
Noise  Nuisance  ... 

Atmospheric  Pollution  , 

Polluted  Ditches  & Watercourses 
Abandoned  Vehicles 
Miscellaneous 
Caravans 

Animal  Boarding  . . . 

Revisits  ... 


35 

16 

56 

1 

16 

51 

12 

23 

16 

k 

43 

7 

1 

4 

2 

3 
32 
34 

4 

106 


Offices  & Shops  Act 
Petroleum  Stores  ... 
Schools 

Factories  . , , 


22 

53 

41 

10 


Butchers  ...  •«.  •••  •••  •••  •••  33 

Grocers  <?:  Greengrocers 71 

Catering  Establishments  & Licensed  Premises  48 

Bclcers  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  11 

Mobile  Shops  •••  •••  •..  •••  .••  •••  •••  3^ 

Milk  & Dairies  10 
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SmmjlY  OF  COMPLillNTS  INVESTI&ATED  1969 


Drainage,  sewerage  and  sanitation  ... 
Refu.se  •••  •••  •••  •••  •• 

Insanitary  conditions  ... 

■Insect  Pests  and  Vermin  ... 

Nuisance  from  keeping  animals  , . 

General  Housing  defects  ... 

VYater  supply  

Rats  and  Mice  

Rood  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Noise  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  . . 


17 

6 

15 

6 

3 

13 

5 

67 


^2. 


vn  K^oo 


s E C T I 0 N D 


HOUSING- 


The  Provision  of  Nev/  Houses 


Council  Houses 


No  new  Council  dwellings  were  built  during  the  year  but  9 flats 
for  old  people  at  Astrop  Grange,  Kings  Sutton,  were  completed.  Work 
also  started  on  the  12  bungalows  for  old  people  which  are  being 
built  in  the  grounds  of  Astrop  Grange,  This  scheme  has  everything 
to  commend  it;  the  accommodation  is  spacious  and  comfortable  and 
much  is  being  done  to  malce  a pleasant  environment  without  detracting 
from  the  charm  of  this  country  house. 


Y^ork  also  commenced  on  the  construction  of  7 houses  at  Bull 
Baulk,  Middleton  Cheney,  and  2 houses  at  Farthinghoe  Road, Charlton, 
The  future  building  programme  includes  21  flats  and  2 houses  at 
Kings  Sutton  and  2 houses  at  l^heelers  Rise,  Croughton, 


The  Improvement  of 


:ions 


The  Housing  Act  1969  came  into  operation  on  25th,  August  1969. 
Briefly  the  Act  increases  the  amount  of  the  "Discretionary”,  (now 
renamed  simply  "Improvement  Grant")  and  the  Standard  Grant j the 
maximum  of  these  is  increa.sed  to  £1,000  and  £200  respectively.  In 
special  circumstances  the  Standard  Grant  may  be  increased  to  £450. 
The  Improvement  Grant  can  nov/  include  some  items  of  disrepair  and 
replacement.  The  Act  also  includes  provisions  whereby  the  local 
authorities  may  obtain  a grant  for  improving  the  environment  of 
residential  areas.  Up  to  £100  per  dv/elling  in  the  area  may  be 
claimed  which  can  be  spent  on  such  items  as  tree -planting,  play 
spaces,  fencing  etc,.  There  arc  also  powers  in  the  Act  to  enable 
landlords  to  charge  higher  rents  for  improved  houses  in  good 
repair;  the  tenancy  can  be  changed  from  a 'controlled'  tenancy 
to  a 'regulated'  tenancy. 

During  the  year  applications  for  grants  were  approved  for  the 
improvement  of  24  dwellings;  15  by  way  of  Standard  Grants  and  9 
Discretionary  Grants,  It  is  too  early  to  say  whether  the  1969  Act 
has  offered  enough  inducement  to  owners  to  improve  their  property, 
Owner  occupiers  are  certainly  taking  advantage  of  it  and  of  the 
above  24  a.pplications,  18  v/ere  by  ovTner/occupiers, 
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Slum  Clearance 


The  Housing  Act  1969  plsccs  a general  duty  on  local  authorities 
to  cause  an  inspection  of  their  districts  to  be  made  from  time  to 
time  v/ith  a view  to  dealing  with  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  in 
older  houses  in  their  areas.  A survey  of  the  district  is  at 
present  being  done  but  pressure  of  other  v/ork  has  impeded  progress. 
Of  the  parishes  so  far  surveyed  k-*l%  of  the  private  houses  could 
possibly  be  classed  as  'unfit  for  habitation’  and  not  repairable 
at  reasonable  cost*.  Applying  this  percentage  to  the  total  number 
of  private  houses  gives  an  approximate  figure  of  I50  unfit  houses. 
The  figures  also  indicate  that  about  half  of  these  houses  are 
occupied  by  elderly  people  or  ovmer  occupiers  who  do  not  wish  to 
move  into  Council  accommodation.  In  fact  the  number  of  Council 
house  applicants  in  sub-standard  dwellings  is  very  small  indeed. 

Slum  Clearance 


Demolished 

Closed 


1962 

6 

8 


1963 

6 

7 


1964 

9 

3 


1965 

8 

4 


1966 

6 

2 


1967 

6 

4 


1968 

2 

6 


1969 

0 

4 


Made  fit  5 9 13  8 8 9 8 7 

for  habitation 

folloT/ing  formal 

action  under  the 

Housing  Acts. 


Changes  in  the  Stock  of  Private  Dvfcllings  (other  than  by  "slum  clearojice” 
o:^  by  new  dwellings. 


No,  of  dwellings 

Becoming  derelict  and  demolished  1 

Demolished  to  make  way  for  other  4 

development 


There  was  no  increase  or  decrease  in  the  number  of  dwellings  due  to 
the  conversion  of  property. 
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STATEIffiNT  OF  HOUSIN&  PROGRESS 


PROVISION  OF  COUNCIL  PmLIN&S 

I 
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Aynho 

Boddington  (Upper  & Lov/er) 

ChacoEibe 

Chipping  Y/arden 

Croughton 

Culworth 
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Evenley 
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Parthinghoe 
Oreatworth  & Kalse 
Hclndon 

Hinton-in-the-Hodges 

Kings  Sutton 

Marston  St.  Lawrence 

Middleton  Cheney  & Overthorpe 

Moreton  Pinkney 

Newbottle  & Charlton 

Radstone 

Sulgrave 

SyTcshan 

Thenford 

Thorpe  Mandeville 

Vferkworth 

’^/hitfield 
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Post  T/ar  Dwellings.  | 

Sub-standard  dwellings  | 

acquired  and  reconditioned] 
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SEC  T I 0 N E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


Food  Premises 

The  number  and  class  of  food  premises  is  shoT/n  on  page  47,  203 
visits  of  inspection  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  during 
the  year. 

Food  premises  are  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations  I960.  These  regulations  contain  provisions 
relating  to  1.  The  Cleanliness  of  persons  handling  food  and  their 
freedom  from  infectious  disease.  2,  The  hygienic  construction  of 
food  premises  and  the  provision  of  such  things  as  the  supply  of 
hot  and  cold  water,  wa.sh-hand  basins,  first-aid  outfits,  facilities 
for  washing  food  and  equipment,  refuse  disposal  etc..  3.  The 
temperature  at  v/hich  certain  foods  are  to  be  kept. 

Alterations  and  improvements  continue  to  be  made  to  the  food- 
shops  in  the  district.  Several  shops  have  been  re-designed  to  permit 
the  customers  to  serve  themselves  and  almost  every  shop  has  a 
frozen  food  display  cabinet.  It  it  regrettable  that  many  instances 
of  misuse  of  these  cabinets  have  been  observed  during  the  inspection 
of  shops.  They  are  often  overloaded  with  the  result  that  packets 
of  perishable  foods  are  above  the  load  line  and  consequently  begin 
to  tha\Y  out.  Such  foods  could  decompose  and  become  dangerous.  It 
would  be  an  improvement  if  some  accessory  could  be  fitted  to  the 
cabinet  to  give  a warning  signal  if  any  packet  is  above  the  load 
line.  Some  freezers  are  not  defrosted  regularly  and  a.rc  often 
seen  coated  with  ice  and  although  this  may  look  impressive  from  a 
marketing  point  of  view  it  does  affoct  the  efficiency  of  the 
apparatus.  Again  there  is  a tendency  to  put  the  nev/  delivery  of 
frozen  foods  on  top  of  the  present  stock  with  the  result  that  the 
foods  at  the  bottom  of  the  cabinet  become  out  dated.  Producers 
are  still  reluctant  to  date  stamp  their  products  although  the 
packets  bear  a date  code  knovm  only  to  them.  All  retailers  are 
advised  to  use  their  ovm  code  especially  for  such  rapidly  perishable 
foods  as  pies  and  sausa.ges. 
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Catering  Establishments 

These  premises  are  classified  as  follov/s: 


Restaurants  and  caf&s  serving  full  meals  7 
Caffes  serving  light  refreshments  4 
Public  Houses  33 
Factory  canteens  1 
School  canteens  4 


The  standard  of  hygiene  of  the  above  premises  is  generally 
good.  An  increasing  number  of  public  houses  are  serving  more 
valued  dishes  due  to  a large  extent  to  the  "breathelyser"  and  the 
need  to  attract  more  custom. 


The  school  kitchens  are  excellent,  and  the  staff  are  to  be 
complimented  on  the  very  high  standard  attained  in  all  of  them. 


Vehicles 


There  are  niimerous  food  vehicles  plying  in  the  district  and 
since  there  are  no  regulations  requiring  these  to  be  registered 
with  a local  authority  it  is  impossible  for  the  health  department 
to  keep  track  of  them;  most  of  them  operate  from  outside  the 
district.  As  stated  in  previous  reports  many  of  these  vehicles 
are  ill-ada-pted  for  the  trade  which  they  do.  They  are  inspected 
whenever  they  a,re  seen  by  the  Public  Hea.lth  Inspector  to  ascertain 
whether  the  relevant  regulations  are  being  observed.  These  are 
the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations 
1966  and  they  seek  to  apply  similar  regulations  to  food  delivery 
vehicles  as  to  foodshops.  One  of  the  regulations  requires  washing 
facilities  to  be  carried  on  food  vehicles  which  offer  unv/rapped 
food  for  sale.  Many  of  the  retailers  are  loath  to  provide' the 
necessa,ry  equipment  and  there  is  a definite  need  for  the  purpose- 
made  vehicle  fitted  out  to  comply  with  the  regulations. 

Milk  distributors  are  licenced  ivith  the  local  authority  and 
there  would  seem  to  be  no  reason  why  other  food  vendors  should  not 
be  similarly  licenced. 
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Complaints  About  Food 


There  were  6 complaints  about  food  as  follows 

Ply  in  packet  of  sausages 
Maggot  in  packet  of  sausages 
Mould  on  chocolate 
Dirty  milk  bottle 
Tainted  ham 

Bono  taint  in  side  of  beef 


In  the  first  two  instences  the  manufacturers  ?;ero  virarned  by  the 
Council.  The  complaint  about  the  dirty  milk  bottle  was  made  to  the 
County  Council  and  dealt  with  by  the  YiTeights  and  Measures  Inspector. 
The  "mouldy"  chocolate  ivas  found  to  be  the  normal  "bloom"  v/hich 
develops  on  chocolate  and  is  of  no  significance.  The  remedning  cases 
of  tainted  ham  and  "bone  tainted'  meat  were  replaced  by  the  suppliers. 

Milk  Supply 

The  production,  treatment  and  sale  of  milk  is  controlled  by  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations.  Retail  distributors  v/ith 
promises  in  this  district  are  required  to  register  v/ith  this  Council 
and  Id  distributors  arc  so  registered.  Since  all  milk  sold  in  this 
district  must  be  designated  milk  i.c,  "sterilised",  "pasteurised" 
or  "untreated"  all  distributors  must  also  hold  a licence  under  the 
appropriate  regulations.  The  licences  are  valid  for  five  years  and 
all  are  due  for  renewal  on  1st.  Jaunaury  1971.  Tne  Public  Health 
inspector  regularly  samples  the  milk  and  26  samples  were  taken,  23 
samples  of  pasteurised  milk  and  3 samples  of  sterilised  milk.  All 
the  samples  satisfied  the  statutory  tests.  There  are  no  heat 
treatment  plants  in  the  district  and  no  v;holesale  distributors, 
hence  all  milk  sold  other  than  that  supplied  by  producer-retailers 
is  already  bottled  and  capped  before  it  enters  the  district.  The 
Council  are  not  concerned  v;ith  the  licensing  of  producer/retailers , 
as  these  are  under  the  control  of  the  Mnistcr  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food. 
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Regular  milk  sampling  of  untreated  milk  is  carried  out  "by  the 
Y/eights  and  Measures  Department  of  the  County  Council,  who  have 
kindly  agreed  to  co-operate  with  public  health  departments  in 
the  county.  Results  of  any  tost  v/hich  is  not  satisfactory  are 
immediately  reported  and  suitable  action  is  taken.  This  service 
has  been  of  great  assistance,  and  our  thanks  for  this  helpful 
service  arc  accorded  to  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department.  It 
is  particularly  useful  in  relation  to  Brucella  infection. 


Eight  samples  of  meat  products  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination.  These  wero  taken  early  in  the  year  and  were 
a continuation  of  a series  of  samples  which  commenced  late  in 

1968. 

As  on  previous  occasions  the  samples  of  cooked  ham  showed  a 
heavier  pla,te  count  of  organisms  than  the  pies.  It  is  significant 
that  samples  taken  after  the  knifes  and  machines  had  been  properly 
cleansed  showed  a marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  bacterial 
colonies . 

As  a routine  check  two  samples  of  yoghourt  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  exa,mination,  no  pathogenic  organisms  were  found. 

At  the  request  of  a retailer  eight  samples  of  tinned  and 
packeted  foods  v/cre  sent  for  exa^minationj  all  vrere  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Ice-Cream  Samples 

Seventeen  samples  of  ice-cream  v/ere  submitted  for  examination 
and  were  graded  by  the  la,bora,tory  as  follov/s:- 

Grades  1 & n Grade  lH  Grade  17 


1 


2 


14 


Grades  1 and  H are  considered  to  be  satisfactory.  The 
unsatisfactory  Grade  Tn  & ET  sa-mples  \7ere  from  the  same  vendor 
and  after  consultation  with  the  manufacturer  the  remainder  of 
this  batch  T;as  v/ithdravm  from  sale. 


Slaughterhouses 


There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  Meat  is  supplied 
to  the  9 butchers  shops  from  abattoirs  in  Banbury  and  Northampton, 

Regular  inspections  of  the  butchers  shops  are  made  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  meat  in  stock  is  also  inspected. 

Some  important  Regulations  were  introduced  in  1969.  These  were 
the  Meat  Sterilisation  Regulations.  The  effect  of  these  regulations 
is  to  require  all  meat  which  is  unfit  for  human  consumption  to  be 
sterilized  before  entering  the  chain  of  distribution.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  legislation  \7ill  prevent  the  illegal  sale  of  unfit  moat 
to  unv/itting  purchasers.  Unfit  meat  was  also  available  in  pet  shops 
and  it  v/as  often  indistinguishable  from  fresh  meat  and  v/as  therefore 
liable  to  bo  used  for  human  consumption.  In  addition  cases  of  food 
poisoning  have  been  caused  by  infected  meat  being  brought  into  the 
home  for  pets  and  contaminating  knives  and  kitchen  utensils, 

SAMPLES  TiiREN  IN  THE  BRixCKI^EY  RURAI.  DISTRICT  IN  THE  12  MONTHS  ENDING 
31st.  mCH  1970.  BY  THE  NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  - miGmS 

MEASURES  DEPiiRTIvIENT 


Malk  •••  •••  •••  .,,  •••  ,,,  ,,,  3i 

Butt  er  ,,,  .,,  ,,,  ...  2 

Goff  eeetc,  ,,,  ..,  .,,  ...  ,,,  •••  2 

Cream  ,,,  ,.,  ,,,  ,,•  •••  .,,  .,,  3 

Flavourings  ...  ••,  ,,,  •••  •••  ^ 

G-lace  Cherries  ...  1 

Ice  C re  am  ...  ...  •••  ...  ^ 

Lard  etc . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Margarine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meat  Products  l6 

Preserves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Soft  Prinks 2 

spirits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Table  J elly  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Vinegar  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Total 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


. 102^ 


Remarks 


If/hilst  tv;o  samples  of  milk  were  found  to  be  deficient  in  solids- 
not-fat,  the  subsequent  application  of  the  freezing  point  test  by 
the  Public  Analyst  proved  that  the  depression  of  the  solids-not-fat 
percentage  v/as  not  due  to  the  addition  of  water.  No  further  action 
was  necessary  in  the  circumstrjices, 

Y/EIGff'^S  /iND  iiEASNRES  ACT.  1963 

3,402  articles  v/ere  checked  for  weight  or  measure  during  the 
year  and  of  these  only  29  were  found  to  be  deficient.  None  of  the 
errors  were  sufficiently  serious  to  justify  the  institution  of  legal 
proceedings  and  were  dealt  with  by  advice  or  caution  at  the  time  of 
detection. 
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SEC  T I 0 N F 


THE  PREVALENCE  OF  MTD  CONTROL  OVER  II\^CTIOUS  MB  OTPIER  DISS/iSES 

Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act,  1968 
Public  Health  (infectious  Diseases)  Regulations 
Notification  of  food  poisoning  and  infectious  diseases 


All  provisions  governing  the  notification  of  infectious  disease 
and  food  poisoning  are  in  Sections  47  to-  49  of  the  Health  Services 
and  Public  Health  Act  1968  and  the  Public  Health  (infectious  Diseases) 
Regulations  1968, 

The  infectious  diseases  to  be  notified  to  the  medical  officer  of 
health  aret- 

Acute  encephalitis 
Acute  meningitis 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Anthrax 
Cholera 
Diphtheria 
Dysentery 

(amoebic  or  bacillary) 

Infective  jaundice 
Leprosy 
Leptospirosis 
Malaria 
Measles 

Since  1968  notification  of 
longer  required 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  Erysipelas 
Acute  primary  pneumonia  Membranous  croup 
Acute  pheumatism  Puerperal  pyrexia 

Responsibility  for  notifying  a case  or  suspected  case  of  food 
poisoning  or  infectious  disease  rests  exclusively  on  the  medical 
practitioner  attending  the  patient  unless  he  believes  that  another 
practitioner  has  already  notified  the  case. 


Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Paratyphoid  fever 
Plague 

Relapsing  fever 

Scarlet  fever 

Smallpox 

i'etanus 

Tuberculosis 

Typhoid  fever 

Typhus 

V^hooping  cough 
Yellow  fever 

the  diseases  listed  belov;  is  no 


52 


The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year 
was  29  shoviring  a decrease  on  last  year's  figure  of  114.  This  was 
largely  due  to  a decrease  in  the  incidence  of  measles.  There  v;ere 
3 cases  of  infective  jaiindice  oompared  with  6 in  I968, 

I'.CE/^LES  This  highly  infective  illness  from  v/hich  few  individuals 
escape  has  its  incidence  almost  exclusively  during  childhood.  It 
usually  follows  a biennial  incidence,  with  high  numbers  occurring 
in  alternate  years.  The  course  of  the  illness  is  almost  invariably 
benign,  but  complications  v.hich  include  otitis  media,  pneumonia, 
eye  infections  and  very  occasionally  encephalitis  do  occur,  and 
the  illness  itself  is  often  severe.  Complications  can  be  efectively 
dealt  Tidth  by  the  many  antibiotics  which  are  nov;  available,  but 
these  drugs  are  themselves  not  all  without  side  effects,  are  expensive 
and  involve  medical  supervision.  An  effective  measles  vaccine  has 
now  been  developed  and  this  became  available  this  year.  It  is  ant- 
icipated that  in  future  years  measles  in  common  with  poliomyelitis 
and  diphtheria  vri.ll  be  virtually  eradicated.  This  year  there  were 
only  16  cases, 

V.liOOPING  COUGH  There  were  no  notifications.  Acceptance  rate  to 
immunisation  is  high  and  the  incidence  of  this  condition  is  low. 

Cases  still  occur  as  immunisation  is  not  completely  effective, 
however  in  the  majority  of  children  who  have  received  immunisation 
the  illness  is  usually  mild. 

SC/JtliET  li'EVER  Three  cases  were  notified,  one  from  Charlton,  one 
from  Evenley  and  one  from  Greatworth.  This  diease  continues  to 
exhibit  its  mild  phase.  The  principal  interest  in  its  notification 
is  that  it  gives  some  indication  of  the  degree  of  streptococcal 
infection  in  the  community, 

POLIOMYEL IT IS  No  cases  occured,  and  this  freedom  can  be  ascribed 
to  immunisation  as  the  decline  in  incidence  has  occurred  concurrently 
with  vaccination.  The  oral  Sabin  vaccine  is  now  used  which  gives 
a longer  lasting  immunity  than  the  Salk  or  injected  variety.  A 
drink  of  syrup  or  a lump  of  sugar  is  also  more  acceptable  to  the 
young  patients  than  the  previous  needle  prick. 
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FOOD  POISQNIA^G-  There  T/as  one  case  of  Salmonella  Typhimuriun  and  one 
case  of  Salmonella  Stanley  notified  during  the  year. 

The  condition  is  usually  caused  by  one  of  the  Salmonella  organisms, 
of  which  there  are  a largo  number.  The  commonest  strain  being  that 
of  typhimurium.  Salmonella  infection  is  common  in  bovines,  and  the 
incidence  of  infection  on  farms  is  noiv  notified  by  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Officer  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Farm  workers 
are  then  warned  of  the  possibility  of  human  infection,  and  given 
details  of  hygiene  precautions  to  prevent  incidence  in  themselves 
or  their  families. 

Other  causes  of  food  poisoning  are  staphylococcus  which  may  gain 
entry  to  food  from  an  infected  spot  on  the  face,  hands  or  arms  of  a 
food  handler  \7hich  may  cause  a severe  form  of  the  illness.  As  the 
symptoms  result  from  a toxin  which  is  unaffected  by  heat,  cooking 
the  infected  food,  in  this  case  does  not  prevent  the  illness.  More 
rarely  typhoid  fever,  botulism  or  chemical  contaminents  may  occur. 
However  the  commonest  germ  is  the  salmonella  v/hich  gains  entry  into 
food  because  of  the  faulty  personal  hygiene  of  food  handlers.  The 
sources  of  infection  are  numerous,  probably  uncooked  contaminated 
(often  imported)  meat  being  today  one  of  the  most  frequent. 

A report  of  suspected  food  poisoning  affecting  a family  in  one 
house  was  investigated  at  Middleton  Cheney,  Inquiries  revealed 
that  all  the  family  had  suffered  the  usual  food  poisoning  symptoms 
and  severe  headaches.  One  unusual  feature  v/hich  aroused  suspicion 
was  the  fact  that  the  family  improved  after  going  out  for  a day 
but  became  ill  again  on  returning  home.  An  inspection  of  the  house 
revealed  that  this  v/as  heated  by  gas  central  heating  implemented  by 
gas  fires.  The  v/indov/s  were  draught-proofed  and  in  fact,  the 
heating  appliances  nore  consuming  much  of  the  available  oxygen  and 
it  can  only  be  assumed  that  the  rooms  wore  insufficiently  vent- 
ilated resulting  in  a lack  of  sufficient  oxygen. 

Alterations  were  made  to  provide  additional  ventilation  to  the 
heaters  and  the  family  made  a rapid  recovery. 

SMALLPOX  There  were  no  cases.  The  vaccination  of  children  is  still 
necessary  and  should  be  carried  out  sometime  during  the  first  two 
years  of  life,  preferably  between  the  first  and  second  year. 
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DIPHTHMffliL  There  have  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  Northamptonshire 
since  1956.  There  is  therefore  v/ith  each  successive  year  of  freedom 
from  infection,  a diminishing  recollection  of  the  dangers  of  this 
illness.  Mothers  v/ithout  Icnowledge  of  the  disease  feel  a false  sec- 
urity and  may  not  have  their  children  immunised.  That  this  is  a 
dangerous  situation  cannot  be  too  strongly  stressed,  as  it  is  only 
by  keeping  up  the  numbers  of  children  immunised  that  the  disease 
be  kept  in  check.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  parents  to  have  their 
children  immunised,  and  if  they  fail  to  do  so  they  neglect  their 
V7elf  are , 

INFECTIVI^  JAUNDICE  The  Minister  of  Health  gave  sanction  that  this 
disease  should  be  made  locally  notifiable  as  from  1st,  July,  1962, 

By  arrangement  \7ith  other  District  Councils  this  also  became  oper- 
ative in  the  County  of  Northamptonshire,  Under  the  Health  Services 
and  Public  Health  Act  1968  this  disease  has  nov/  become  nationally 
notifiable  as  Infective  Jaundice.  Throe  cases  wore  notified  during 
the  year. 


Acute  Infective  Jaundice  is  a disease  caused  by  a virus,  v/hich 
attacks  the  liver  and  causes  jaundice.  It  is  mainly  an  infection 
of  young  people  of  faecal-oral  spread,  and  with  an  incubation 
period  of  15-50  days.  The  incriminative  routes  of  infection  are  from 
food  handlers,  water,  and  children  to  their  mothers.  The  virus  is 
present  in  faeces  16  days  before  jaundice,  and  up  to  8 days  after. 
Serum  hepatitis,  v/hich  is  another  form  of  infective  jaundice,  has 
a longer  incubation  period  of  50-160  days  and  affects  mainly  adults 
and  can  be  spead  by  blood  transfusion  and  inefficiently  sterilised 
equipment  used  by  doctors,  dentists,  nurses  and  drug  addicts,  and 
in  the  various  tattooing  processes.  The  clinical  groups  of  these 
two  types  of  hepatitis  are  indistinguishable.  There  is  no  specific 
treatment  and  a jaundiced  adult  v/ould  be  avjay  from  work  from  six 
v/eeks  to  two  months,  and  sometimes  might  not  feel  really  fit  for  a 
year,  ijuarantine  measures  are  of  little  value,  and  patients  can  be 
treated  at  home  or  in  hospital  provided  adequate  hand  washing 
techniques  are  practised,  with  current  disinfection  of  excreta.  Serum 
hepatitis  can  be  virtually  abolished,  if  disposal  equipment  was 
generally  introduced.  In  this  County  disposable  equipment  is  used 
by  the  County  Health  Department  for  all  procedures  involving  immun- 
isation. Gamma  Globulin  is  of  value  for  the  protection  of  close 
contacts  and  pregnant  v/omen  during  epidemics. 
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PERIOD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFCTD  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

A statement  showing  the  period  distribution  of  the  cases 
notified  is  given  hereunder. 
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TOTALS 


INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Over  the  past  10  years  other  than  Tuberculosis 


I960  1961  1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  196?  1968  1969 

Scarlet  Fever  , , , 

3 

4 

7 

2 

4 

7 

5 

2 

6 

3 

Diphtheria  , , , 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia  , . , 

1 

3 

4 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Measles  . . , 

36 

234 

3 

160 

161 

79 

104 

258 

128 

16 

Yifho oping  Cough  , , , 
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3 

- 

10 

4 

- 
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7 
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- 
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- 
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3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Infective  Jaundice 

(not  notifiable  until  1962 


35 


Poliomyelitis 
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INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFMLE  DISE/.SES  1969 
(othor  than  Tuberculosis) 

In  individual  Parishes, 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Four  noT/  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  in  the 
year. 

The  total  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was:- 


Malcs 

35 


Females 

29 


Males 

Ik 


Total 

Males  Females 

49  36  =85 


VACCINATION  iiND  IiafUNIS/JION 

Details  of  these  figures  are  nov;  given  in  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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S E C T I 0 N G 


RODENT  CONTROL 


This  service  has  continued  satisfactorily  and  67  requests  were 
made  to  the  department  for  the  services  of  the  rodent  operative. 

This  number  was  less  than  in  I968  but  the  infestations  have  not  been 
so  severe. 

The  service  is  free  of  charge  to  private  householders.  Business 
premises,  farms  etc,  are  treated  on  a tine  and  material  basis.  The 
Council  also  operates  a contract  service  for  business  premises,  mainly 
farms,  for  a fixed  charge  of  £5.5.0,,  The  rodent  operative  provides 
three  treatments  per  year  at  the  premises  and  59  farms  have  availed 
themselves  of  this  service.  This  is  about  the  maximiim  number  of 
contracts  possible  for  the  operative. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Council  participated  in 
a rodent  control  scheme  organised  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food,  This  v;as  an  attempt  to  make  a large  part  of  the 
East  Midlands  a "rat-free  zone".  It  has  been  found  that  by  estab- 
lishing a large  number  of  permanent  baiting  points  and  keeping  these 
points  well  supplied  with  bait,  it  is  possible  to  rid  an  area  of 
rats  and  prevent  a re-infestation.  This  method  of  treatment  is 
important  \7her0  farms  are  concerned.  In  addition  to  putting  baits 
doTm  in  the  farm  buildings,  they  are  placed  in  hedgerows  and  ditches 
at  strategic  points.  The  theory  is  that  at  the  onset  of  cold  weather 
the  rats  leave  the  fields  for  the  buildings  using  hedgerov/s  as  'runs' 
and  the  bait  is  taken  before  a colony  can  be  started  in  the  buildings , 
It  v/as  essential  that  this  block  baiting  should  be  started  at  the 
same  time  throughout  the  area  of  the  scheme  and  v;ith  the  co-operation 
of  the  National  Farmers  Union,  farmers  v/ere  asked  to  establish  the 
baiting  points  themselves.  Those  fanners  having  contracts  vd.th  the 
Council  were  given  a supply  of  ready-mixed  bait  in  lieu  of  one  of 
the  contract  treatments. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  it  is  too  early  to  assess 
the  results  of  the  scheme  but  it  is  anticipated  that  this  method  of 
baiting  will  continue  and  be  extended  and  it  is  suggested  that 
standing  committees  be  formed  to  keep  rodent  control  measures  under 
review  in  the  areas  corresponding  to  the  National  Farmers  Union 
districts. 
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This  scheme  has  meant  more  work  for  the  rodent  operative  and 
he  has  continued  to  perform  his  duties  vdth  enthusiasm  and  effici- 
ency. As  previously  stated,  the  contract  work  is  very  demanding 
but  well  vrorthv/hile.  The  work  would  be  somevrhat  lessened  if 
permanent  baiting  points  could  be  established  on  each  farm  and  the 
farmer  himself  attended  to  these.  The  reduction  in  the  number  of 
rats  could  be  unparalleled. 


Number  of  treatments  undertaken 

Sovvers,  sev/erage  disposal  \7orks  and  ditches  and  hedgerows  91 

Refuse  tips  (including  roadside  'lay-bys'  and  unofficial  tips)A6 

Farms  and  smallholdings  123 

Private  dwellings  119 

Business  promises  (factories,  shops  etc.)  and  schools  30 

Total  number  of  visits  made  to  premises  including  visits 

for  survey  purposes  1247 


Quantity  of  material  used 

Oatmeal  with  Yifarfarin  2506lbs 
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